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Celebrating

1977-2022

4545
YearsYears

CGGS will be celebrating 45 years in the Columbia Gorge. Organized  in 1977,
embracing 5 counties, the Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society has enabled
family researchers a common organization in which to preserve, study and
enhance the science of researching and documenting their family history.
Many changes have taken place over the 45 years since the organization
began. Past  research meant abundant "snail mail" collaboration and long
waits on returns from prospective relatives and institutions. Entering into the
21st century, electronic communication has brought instant results from
databases, forums, and other genealogical based websites and interest
groups. Our founding members had no idea what lay ahead in the future of
the society when they formed it in 1977. Started by a small group of ladies
getting together to discuss their family adventures. Today as then, we have no
idea what lays ahead for us in the next 45 years. In the meantime, we will
strive to bring interested families to research and preserve their ancestry and
family stories. We are proud to be apart of the Columbia Gorge community. 2022
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Every man is a quotation from all his ancestors. – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Tales and Trails

We have been waiting patiently for the release of the 1950 census and its about
here. Stephen P. Morse, inventor of the One-Step Webpages will present a live
zoom program on January 22, 2022. Stephen will guide us through the process of
finding your ancestors without a index using addresses and emulation districts.  

Visit Stephen's OneStep web pages at :
https://stevemorse.org/
 

There are many milestones happening in 2022. Many organizations are celebrating
decades and a whole centuries of existence. The Dalles Country Club will be 100 years
old as well as the Wasco County Pioneer Association. The Columbia Gorge Discovery
Center will turn 25 and the city of The Dalles will turn 165 years old!
I want to thank everyone who has supported us through membership and donations
in the past year. Your support is greatly appreciated and we will continue to present
programs and education to the genealogy and historical community virtually.  
As we continue to distance, I am wishing everyone and healthy and safe New Year.

 We will continue to bring you speakers, lecturers and historians to help your
research and bring new and informative content  to our members and guests. All
our programs are free and since Covid, by Zoom presentation. If you need help
setting up Zoom please reach out to our group to help you get the most out of our
programs and virtual content. We have scheduled webinars and virtual programs
through the spring. Hopefully we will be able to physically meet by summer. 
Hundreds of societies and institutions have reached out and are presenting great
free programs and webinars. Millions of records have also been released while
everyone has been sheltered in place.  

https://gorgegen.blogspot.com/
https://stevemorse.org/


Have a timeless tombstone you would like to share?
Send your photos and story to gorgegenealogical@gmail.com
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Timeless Tombstones ~
Mystery Graves in Oregon - Can you solve the mystery?
Who is Mickey Josephine? The Genealogical Forum of Oregon presented a mystery page in April of 2021 asking for their
members help in finding Mickey Josephine who's grave marker had been discovered after the Beachy Fire near Molalla, Oregon
in 2020.   Clues and more information on the discovery can be viewed here. It's still unsolved. 
https://gfo.org/who-we-are/who-is-mickey-josephine.html

The second marker is one of Roy Beck. Recently posted on the popular Facebook page Forgotten Oregon, he and his son
Harrison Beck's graves are in South Eastern Oregon. (poster did not want location revealed). The death dates are 1863 and
1861. The graves are documented but the poster wants to know about the family. Where did they come from? where they from
a wagon train? 
 
Below are photos of the markers and links to the posts .   Good Hunting!

https://gfo.org/who-we-are/who-is-mickey-josephine.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ForgottenOregon
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What is History Hub?
A support community managed by the National Archives for researchers, citizen historians, archival professionals, and open
government advocates. 
History Hub is a crowdsourcing platform sponsored by the National Archives. It is a place to ask questions, share
information, work together, and find people based on their experience and interests. Experts from the National Archives as
well as other experts, history enthusiasts, and citizen archivists are available to help with your research.

History Hub Communities

https://historyhub.history.gov/welcom
e

History Hub is  basically for American History
research. Its posts and communities are from various
US Government agencies that have archived its
information in the National Archives and Records
Administration. There are community forums and
pages dedicated to answering questions from
historians, genealogists and other researchers.
Educational professionals will find this a helpful
venue to plan classwork and assignments also. 
The History Hub began in 2017 to help guide and
more importantly understand the system of the
National Archives and Records. 

History Hub and the 1950 US Census

The 1950 Census is one of the most important sets
of documents in the 19th century. The first census
after World War ll , "migration to"suburbia" from large
cities due to the GI bill led americans to a more rural
way of life. Men were back in the workplace and
women became housewives and homemakers again.
Questions on the census provided information as to
better distribution of funds to provide for housing,
education, agricultural needs and health provisions. 

History hub has a community page for the 1950
census.  Posted here are updates as to the progress
of the census release and updates on document
formation, forms used for citizens outside the US both
military and private , T-Night census for transient
citizens, emulators instructions and questions posted. 

https://historyhub.history.gov/community/genealogy/c
ensus-records/content?
filterID=contentstatus%5Bpublished%5D%7Ecategory
%5B1950-census%5D

More information from the National Archives and Records Administration on the 1950 census can be found
here: 
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/1950-census-access

 

https://historyhub.history.gov/external-link.jspa?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.archives.gov%2F
https://historyhub.history.gov/welcome
https://historyhub.history.gov/community/genealogy/census-records/content?filterID=contentstatus%5Bpublished%5D%7Ecategory%5B1950-census%5D
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/1950-census-access


"Persistence is the secret to success"

CGGS Publications  
Publications can be ordered in print or digital form. Please email gorgegenealogical@gmail.com for more
information.   

The CGGS publications are available for in house research at the William G. Dick Library at
the Columbia Gorge Discovery Center. The library is open by appointment for researchers. 
 Library hours are variable. 
1-541-296-8600  ext. 219 
5000 Discovery Drive, The Dalles, Oregon  97058
https://www.gorgediscovery.org/william-dick-library/
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 Metskar Maps - Truly a Treasure Map!

Metskar Maps are a topographical  treasure trove of genealogical information, highly researched and detailed with township and
range descriptions,  property owners, land formations, county lines and long gone communities which only history books
acknowledge. The maps detail certain years and not all years are available for a particular area. Oregon for example you may find
the 1933 map for Wasco County but Grant County may be a 1935 version.  These maps can be found and searchable by county,
town, geographical location of springs, rivers, mountains, ect., at Historic MapWorks.  
The maps usually have a index page for the series as well with numbered locations of schools, mines,and ranger stations.

Map works also contains other maps and map publishers from all over the world. In its search page you can search family names
by state as landowner or a directory.  There is 1.6 million searchable images.  
http://www.historicmapworks.com/

A search engine for finding the maps you need

Old Maps Online is a site where maps have been displayed on line from collections, institutions, museums, and other map
holdings in one place. Maps are from all over the world, there are over 400, 00 images from people who retain the interest in
digital historic cartography.   You will find that most of the maps still are in their respective homes like universities, museums,
and online retail sites like Rumseys Maps and you will be forwarded to their sites. In the United States,  OWM partners with
USGS, David Rumsey, N.Y. Public Library, Harvard Library and the Boston Public Library to name a few. 

https://www.oldmapsonline.org/

More Maps??

The Library of Congress has 56,000 map images online in their collection. The collection besides general maps consist of
maps of the Civil War, Sanborn Fire maps, Railroad and transportation maps, National Park Service, military battles and
campaigns and road surveys. May maps from foreign counties are part of the collection, our country was once owned by
several other counties before it became independent. 
https://loc.gov/maps/collections/

Ancestral Findings has a excellent articles on maps and map usage.
Will Money Makers site offer free genealogy based E-Books and plenty
of great article genealogy and history buffs will enjoy. 
Checkout his map pages and sign up for his newsletter too.   
https://ancestralfindings.com/a-closer-look-at-reading-maps-1/?
awt_a=7Ong&awt_l=A5Jjn&awt_m=3XtIHWAkFgRyXng

https://ancestralfindings.com/

Sanborn Maps is still alive and well. Founded in 1866, Sanborn maps have evolved over the years offering the best in
mapping technology and is still a leader in mapping solutions. Visit their site to learn more:
https://www.sanborn.com/ 
  

http://www.historicmapworks.com/
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/
https://loc.gov/maps/collections/
https://ancestralfindings.com/a-closer-look-at-reading-maps-1/?awt_a=7Ong&awt_l=A5Jjn&awt_m=3XtIHWAkFgRyXng
https://ancestralfindings.com/
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Columbia Gorge Discovery Center Library - A Wealth of Genealogical Information 

Discovery Center Gift Shop - Columbia River Trading Company

Most people are surprised to find out just what the library holds and what information and guidance it gives to genealogical and historical
information seekers. The book collections and other historical material goes beyond the Columbia River Gorge area and  over the last few
years has expanded to many areas of the Northwest and beyond. The volunteers have a good background in Genealogical expertise and also
some volunteers are members of the Wasco County Pioneer Association, Wasco County Historical Society, Columbia Gorge Genealogical
Society, Oregon Historical Society, Oregon and Washington Genealogical Societies and have researched along the way many areas of the
county and the world. 

Tucked behind the main entrance of the Columbia Gorge Discovery Centers River Gallery, the library offers researchers and guests a quiet
space to research, explore or just relax and read a book. The library is not a lending library but you may use a camera , cell phone or portable
scanner on your research visit.  

"The William G. Dick Research Library is available for use by the public. You do not have to pay museum admission to use the library.
The collection includes over 1,300 books, files, DVDs and media covering all aspects of the Columbia River Gorge area including history of
Native Americans, pioneers, Oregon Trail, recent history, genealogy, natural history of plants & animals, the Columbia River, salmon, geology,
use of the river, and local history of Wasco County as well as some information about neighboring counties.
Vertical file cabinets contain local history in the form of clipped newspaper articles, etc. and copies of reference materials. The genealogical
file cabinets have clippings sorted by family names for people in Wasco County and some families in the nearby area.
Some special topics in the collection are Oregon Trail, Lewis and Clark Expedition, history of railroads in Wasco County, genealogy files, Paleo-
Indians, Wasco County history, and educational materials. Visitors can use a computer and public access WiFi. Photocopies are available for a
small fee." ~ Columbia Gorge Discovery Center

The library also contains many local collections from local residents and families who have donated their research or family collections over
the years. Past donations include materials from Gladys Seufert, Ernie Kuck, Elroy King, Anita Drake, George Lindsay, Don Williams, Lou
Nichols, Jim Weeks, Lulu Crandall, John Lundell, Jerry Tanquist, Judge Fred Wilson, Benjamin Gifford, Elite Studios and Wilma Roberts to name
a few. The library is also provides research guides and is always updating research material. The library and the collections departments have
a ongoing and prolific task to preserve and document written history, photographs, and provide  researchers information and education
queried to them. The library also takes inquiries and requests for historical information by email and phone. You can contact the library at
541.296.8600 Ex. 219 or email library@gorgediscovery.org .

During this time of Covid, library hours have changed so please call the museum at 541.296.8600 to ask about availability of volunteers and
making a appointment to visit. 

The Columbia River Trading Company is always stocked with the best gifts for any occasion. New books, toys, jewelry, local wines and gifts from
local artists.  There is no admission charge for visiting the gift shop so stop by and lookie-lou!
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 Oregon Genealogy Washington  Genealogy 

Oregon Genealogy Network
==================

Oregon Genealogy Network on Facebook now has over 600
members and growing.  It is a vital resource for your

genealogy questions and  is a very informative source for
researching. The network consists of amateur as well as

researchers well versed in helping you answer your family
history questions. 

Many members are members of other genealogy and
history groups around the state.  

Join today!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/190997804291208/

 
 

Oregon History and Genealogy
=====================
Oregon Historical Society 

1200 SW Park Ave. 
Portland, Oregon

503.222.1741
 
 

Genealogical Forum Of Oregon
====================

Oregon's premier genealogy library!
Library, Book Store, classes and more!

Online classes and events
https://gfo.org/who-we-are/calendar.html

 
 

Oregon Genealogical  Society
====================

Oregon Genealogical Society, Inc.
955 Oak Alley

Eugene, Oregon 97401
https://oregongs.org/

(541) 345-0399
 
 

OrGenWeb
=======================

Or GenWeb is hosted by USGenWeb and is part of a
volunteer group of researchers and genealogists 

from each state  providing free online information to the
genealogy community. 

Started over 20 years ago, USGenWeb has grown into one
of the largest free genealogy sites on the internet. 

http://www.orgenweb.org/index.html
 

Washington Genealogy Network
===============

Washington  Genealogy Network on Facebook now 
has over 550 members and growing. Like its sister

state of Oregon,  this site provides researchers a way
to find information and answers to your research

questions. 
Many members are members of other genealogy and

history groups around the state of Washington.
Join Today!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/222494824442130/
 

=================
  
   

Local Historical Resources

Wasco County Historical Society
300 W. 13th St. 

The Dalles, Oregon  97058
541-296-1867

======================
Wasco County Original Courthouse

410 W. 2nd Place
The Dalles, Oregon  97058

541.296.4798
======================

Wasco County Pioneer Association
vasallee@gmail.com

541.296.4043 
======================
Ft Dalles Historical Museum

500 W. 15th and Garrison St. 
The Dalles, Oregon 97058

541.296.5457

====================
Hood River Historical Society

300E Port Marina Drive
Hood River , Oregon 97031

info@hoodriverhistorymuseum.org
541.386.6772

 

Washington State Genealogical Society
1901 S. 12th Avenue

Union Gap, Washington 98903-1256

 Yakima Valley Genealogical  Society
1901 S. 12th Avenue 

Union Gap, Washington 98903-1256

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/program/


Mid-Columbia Genealogical 
Resources

Family History Centers

The Dalles FHC
1815 E. 15th St. 

The Dalles, Oregon 97058

Hood River FHC
1825 May St. 
Hood River, Oregon 
97031
541.806.0372

Goldendale FHC
N. Columbus Ave & McLinley

P.O. Box 109
Goldendales, Wa.  98620

Stevenson FHC
650 NW Gropper Rd. 
Stevenson, Wa. 98648

Libraries

The Dalles Wasco County
722 Court St. 

The Dalles, Or. 97058
541.296.2815

 William G. Dick Library
5000 Discovery Drive
The Dalles, Or. 97058
541.296.8600   EX. 219

Hood River County Library
502 State St. 

Hood River, Or.   97031
541.386.2535

Ft. Vancouver Regional Libraries

                Goldendale
         131 West Burgen St. 

Goldendale, Wa. 98620
               509.773.4487

White Salmon Valley
5 Town and Country Square

Whire Salmon, Wa. 98672
509.0493.1132

Stevenson
120 NW Vanciouver Ave. 

Stevenson, Wa.  98648
509.427.5471
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Historical Resources In The 
Gorge

Fort Dalles Museum
W. 15th & Garrison St. 
The Dalles, Or.  97058

541.296.4547

Columbia Gorge Discovery Center
5000 Discovery Drive
The Dalles, Or.  97058

541.296.8600

Wasco County Historical Society
300 W. 13th St. 

The Dalles, Or.  97058
541.296.1867

Museum of Hood River
300 E. Port Marina Dr. 
Hood River, Or.  97031

541.386.6722

Klickitat County Historical Society
127 W. Broadway

Goldendale, Wa. 98620
509.77.4303

Gorge Heritage Museum
202 E. Humbolt

Bingen, Wa.  98605
509.493.3228

Presby Museum
127 W. Broadway

Goldendale, Wa. 98620
509.773.4303

Dufur Historical Society
P.O. Box 462

Dufur, Or.  97021
 

Sherman County HIstorical society
200 Dewey St. 

Moro, Or. 97039
541.565.3232

Maryhill Museum
35 Maryhill Museum Drive, 

Goldendale, Wa. 98620
 
 

 
Columbia Gorge Interpretive Centrer

990 SW Rock Creek Dr. 
Stevenson, Wa.  988648

Original Wasco County Courthouse
PO Box 839

410 West 2nd Place
The Dalles, Oregon  97058252

(541) 296-4798
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CGGS is a member! 
Washington State 

Genealogical Society

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Please join us in our learning and our Fun!
Individual: $15.00 - Family: $20.00 per Year

Name Name(s)______________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________State________Zip___________

       Email________________________________________Phone_______________________

Clip and mail to: CGGS, P.O. Box 1088, The Dalles, Or.  97058

Tales and Trails

==Clip ==

Calendar This!
Upcoming Programs

(Subject to change)

Genealogical 
Forum of Oregon

 If you have a program or lecture you would like to present or know of someone that
does, please contact us.

We always welcome ideas!

CGGS is a member!

All programs and lectures are scheduled
for ZOOM. Please check the blog for a
complete schedule of events and more
information.   
https://gorgegen.blogspot.com/

January 22, 2022 -The 1950 US Census: Searching With or Without A Index-
Stephen Morse

 
February 12, 2022- The National Historical Register and Genealogy -
Georga Foster

 
March 19, 2022- Whats New in DNA Research for 2022 - Linda Colton

April 9, 2022 - 1950 Census Roundtable 

A Little Humor

RootsTech will again be a virtual event for 2022
March 3-5, 2022 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/rtc2021/
   


