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I’m Seeking New Images 
For Future Issues 

Over the past two years I’ve used 

images of various trail scenes for the 

front page of each issue. Some have 

been sketches or paintings; others 

have been pictures I took on various 

trips. At this point I’ve about 

exhausted my supply.  

 

Two suggestions were made at a 

board meeting; one was to ask for 

images – old or new - of local historic 

sites and the other was to feature 

images of old, unfamiliar items that 

you might have laying around your 

attic, basement or on display in your 

living room. 

 

If you should happen to have, or can  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
take, a picture of one of the above 

suggestions please send it to me at 

jimbull@gorge.net. Images of trail 

scenes would also work. Thanks.  JB 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

Time flies.  I have now survived three 

meetings at the helm of the Columbia 

Gorge Genealogical Society.  I hope I 

haven’t angered too many members 

by trying “to make the train run on 

time”.  Thanks to Sandy, the 

programs have been great, and our 

meetings have stayed within a 

predictable time limit.  We have a 

great schedule planned for the rest of 

the year. 

Things seem to be going well 

membership wise.  Since the first of 

the year we 
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have gained five new members:  Doris 

Hubbard, Grass Valley OR;  Rusty 

Hubbard, The Dalles OR;  Sherry 

Kaseberg, Wasco OR; Ruth Otto, The 

Dalles OR:  and Deanna Walker, The 

Dalles OR.   This is exciting!  Please 

welcome them; they will bring new 

energy, ideas and knowledge to the 

Society.  Maybe we can help them, but 

they have already helped us.  And thank 

you Darrel Hill for your service as 

membership chairman. By the way, 

please pay your 2012 dues if you 

haven’t already done so yet. 

Hope to see you all at our April 

Meeting. I’m looking forward to 

learning more about the 1940 census.  

It’s the first census I show up in.  I think 

I’ll wear one of the neckties I saved from 

my Dad’s collection.  Hope to see you 

there!    

   Fred   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Happy Trails To You 
Earline Wasser 

By Jim Bull 

After many years with our society 

Earline is moving to sunnier climes to be 

nearer her daughter. She has served our 

society in many ways over the years as 

an officer, newsletter editor, committee 

chair, and 

presenter but in 

my mind her 

principal legacy 

is the effort she 

led to bring 

attention to the 

needs of Pioneer 

Cemetery. 

 

Through her leadership our members 

spent many hours clearing limbs, grass 

and trash. Several gravesites were 

discovered in the southern portion of 

the cemetery where Vinca vines had 

created a thick sod and vegetative cover 

over grave markers. Hours of 

research led to a complete listing of 

all who are buried in Pioneer 

Cemetery and compilation of found 

material into a society publication. 

Her dedication to this project and 

other contributions to our society 

were recognized with a certificate of 

appreciation from the WA State 

Genealogical Society in 2007. 

After several years of fundraising 

the project culminated in May 2010 

with a new metal fence and entry to 

the site and the dedication of a 

memorial stone with the names of all 

those interred in the cemetery. 
 
Travel well Earline! And THANK 

YOU for all you have done for our 

society. We all know you will keep 

busy in Arizona. Keep us posted 

when you find the time. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1940 Census Indexing 
President Fred is leading the effort 

of our society to get involved in the 

indexing of 1940 Census records that 

become available next month. So far 

he has three other folks interested in 

helping out in the effort. If you 

would like to join in the process 

please contact Fred at 

Henchell@highprairie.us. 

The initiative aims to publish a free, 

online searchable name index of the 

1940 U.S. Federal Census after 

images of the census are released to 

the public in April 2012.   Three 

leading genealogy organizations, 

Archives.com, FamilySearch 

International, and findmypast.com, 

launched the initiative at the end of 

last year, and the project is already 

engaging volunteers to help provide 

this invaluable resource to family 

historians around the world as soon 

as possible.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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My Curtiss Cousins 
In Klickitat Co., WA 

By Jim Bull 

For years I’ve been saying that all 

my relatives are back east and I 

don’t have any relatives to research 

in the local area. Have I been wrong! 

 

In February when Henry Balsiger, 

our program presenter, mentioned 

that among 

the 

material he 

had 

scanned 

for 

someone 

there was a 

Jennie 

Curtiss 

who had married into the Snipes 

family. Having read about Ben 

Snipes, the cattle king, and there 

being a Snipes Mountain on the Mt. 

Adams Ranger District where I 

worked for 18 years, it caught my 

attention and I wondered if there 

might be a family connection. 

 

About a week after the presentation 

I sent Hank a note asking if he knew 

just how Jennie’s husband was 

related to Ben Snipes. A few days 

later he sent me images he had 

scanned: a picture of Jennie with 

husband James Snipes and her 

parents A.H. and Lizzie Curtiss and 

a baby; James Snipes’ obituary, A.H 

Curtiss’ obituary; and handwritten 

notes about the Snipes/Curtiss 

families. 

 

It took about 4 hours of Googleing 

to ascertain that Jennie’s husband 

James Snipes was Ben Snipes’ 

nephew. I was able to complete 

family group sheet information for 

James/Jennie Snipes and both his and 

her parents in the process. 

 

Armed with this information I sent the 

basic information I’d learned about 

Jennie and her father along with a copy 

of her father’s obituary to the database 

manager for the Curtis/s Family 

Association of which I am a member. 

(My mother was a Curtis.) 

 

Guess what! Jennie Curtiss’ 5th great 

grandfather was my 7th great 

grandfather making us 6th cousins twice 

removed. [If you have trouble making this 

kind of determination go to 

http://www.searchforancestors.com/utility/c

ousincalculator.html - it makes it easy.]  

As a result don’t be surprised if you see 

me at the Courthouse in Goldendale, 

The Presby or Gorge Heritage Museums 

or The Dalles, Hood River or White 

Salmon library seeking familial ties I 

have with the local area. 

 

It just goes to show that you never know 

what you’ll learn at one of our monthly 

programs. You too may be surprised by 

what you hear and how it relates to you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Alonzo Henry Curtiss 
By Jim Bull 

A. H. Curtiss was born July 19, 1831, 

 

at Granville, MA, the son of Samuel 

and Sallie (Fairchild) Curtiss, both of 

whom were also natives of the Old 

Bay state. The Curtiss and the 

Fairchild families came over to the 

colonies from England and in the 

New England states soon attained 

positions of influence and affluence. 

 

Alonzo remained on the farm and in 

school until he was twenty years 

old. He attended the Granville 

Academy and the public schools, 

thus receiving a good education. In 

1851 he went to Ohio and learned 

the carpenter's trade.  In 1853, he 

came to the Pacific coast by way of 

the Isthmus. After a short time he 

went north to Portland where he 

followed his trade until 1855.  At 

that time he came to The Dalles. In 

the fall of 1858, he crossed the 

Columbia and filed upon a tempting 

tract of land situated along the shore 

just north of the Rockland ferry 

landing. [Editor’s Note - Rockland 

became North Dalles, then Grand Dalles 

and is today Dallesport.] 

 

In November, 1858, he returned to 

Hillsboro, IL and on Jan. 10, 1859, 

Elizabeth A. “Lizzie” Gould became 

http://www.searchforancestors.com/utility/cousincalculator.html
http://www.searchforancestors.com/utility/cousincalculator.html
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his wife.  Lizzie, born March 24, 

1834, was the daughter of John and 

Anna P. Gould. Her father was a 

millwright by trade and a very 

successful business man.  

 

Over the years Alonzo expanded his 

holdings to 4000+ acres and 

followed stock raising and contract 

work, ranging large herds and 

becoming one of the builders of The 

Dalles. After investing considerable 

money in the erection of dwellings 

in The Dalles, Mr. Curtiss, in 1889, 

erected the first roller mill ever built 

in that city, the Diamond Roller 

Mills.  It cost $40,000 and was one of 

the 

best equipped plants in Oregon. He 

also had an interest in the steam 

ferry operated by The Dalles & 

Rockland Ferry Company.  From 

1872 to 1878 he served as County 

Commissioner of Klickitat County. 

 

Daughter Anna Jeanette “Jennie” 

Curtiss 

was 

born 

Oct. 31, 

1859, 

and died 

Nov. 9, 

1948 in 

The 

Dalles. 

She 

married 

James 

Snipes, 

nephew of Ben Snipes, the Cattle King, 

on Mar. 30, 1880. James took over 

management of both the roller mill and 

the livestock operations as Alonzo 

retired from active business. 

 

Son Leon W. Curtiss was born Mar. 4, 

1861 on the ranch at North Dalles and 

 
died Oct 11, 1934, in The Dalles. He 

married Georgiana Fenton of 

Centerville, WA on Jan 12, 1888.  There 

were two additional sons: Orlando H. 

Curtiss born in 1863 and died in 1865 

and Joseph S. Curtiss who died at age 24 

in Oct. 1890. 

Sources 

1. An Illustrated History of Klickitat, 

Yakima and Kittitas Counties. 

Interstate Publishing Co., 1904, page 

510; downloaded from Allen Public 

Library 2 Mar., 2012 

2. The Klickitat County Agriculturist, 
Goldendale, WA., August 5, 1921, pg 3 
from 
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.

com/~westklic/filedkcl.html accessed 

23 Feb. 2012 
3. Balsiger, Henry E-mail dated 19 

Feb. 2012 to Jim Bull with attached 

image of A.H. Curtiss’ Obituary 

4. Website Descendants of Wilhelm 

Immler/Imler aka William Imler; 

www.oocities.org/midopson/w-

imler61.html  accessed 23 Feb. 2012 

5.  Barrett, Maria E-mail dated 25 

Feb. 2012 to Jim Bull with several 

images attached 

6. Balsiger, Henry; copies of various 

electronic files of Curtiss, Snipes, 

Barrett and Simpson surnames given 

to Jim Bull 25 Feb. 2012 

[Watch for more about my Curtiss 

cousins as I track descendants into the 

present.] 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Looking for a Car Image? 
 
Does the thought of your first car 

bring back memories? Have you 

looked high and low to find that 

picture you thought you had of the 

amazing machine that gave you 

mobility but can’t find it to scan and 

include in your family history write-

up? If that is the case you might try 

going to  

http://www.lov2xlr8.no/broch1.html

Chances are that you will be able to 

find an image. It may not be the 

exact same model or the right color 

but it should be enough to give a 

sense of the chariot you remember 

so fondly.  
Submitted by Renee Briggs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~westklic/filedkcl.html
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http://www.oocities.org/midopson/w-imler61.html
http://www.lov2xlr8.no/broch1.html
http://www.lov2xlr8.no/broch1.html
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Diary of a Trek Across 
the North American 

Continent 1865 
 

By James McNabb Colwell 
 
[Continued from January 2012 issue.] 

 

Sun. Sept. 17th – Twelve miles from 

Sulphur Springs to Mountain Wells. 

Rough road. (Mountain Wells 

Ranch). We drove to the latter and 

turned out. Grass on hills if not at 

ranch one and one half miles north. 

Good water. Eighteen miles today. 

 

Mon. Sept. 18th – Four miles from 

Mountain Wells to Roberts Creek. 

We had to lay over today because of 

our horses being gone and not able 

to find them. 

 

Tues. Sept. 19th – Our hoses came u 

last night. It is fourteen miles from 

Roberts Creek to Grubb Wells. (No 

grass at wells (Water). Nineteen 

miles from the Wells to Dry Creek. 

We came to Dry Creek today. Feed 

on hills one mile up creek. Thirty 

nine miles today. 

 

Wed. Sept. 20th – It is eleven miles 

from here to Cape Horn.  From Cape 

Horn to Simpsons Park is ten miles. 

(Stage Road) No feed, no water. But 

here is a cut-off across mountain. 

Sixteen miles across to Simpsons 

Park. Took grass and water on this 

road. Very rough road. We took the 

cut-off this morning, drove two 

miles for breakfast at springs. We 

concluded to stop here today to 

wash and rest our team. Two miles 

today.  

 

Thurs. Sept. 21st – We came on this 

morning and found this cut-off to be 

very rough and too bad for a team. 

We got across to Simpsons Park and 

Stopped. No Grass, water plenty. 

Fourteen miles today. 

 

Fri. Sept. 22nd – We lay over today. 

 

Sat. Sept. 23rd – We still lay over today.  

 

Sun. Sept. 24th – We are still at Simpsons 

Park. 

 

Mon. Sept. 25th – Still we lay at 

Simpsons Park. 

 

Tues. Sept. 26th – We still remain at the 

park. 

 

Wed. Sept. 27th – Still we lay over 

another day. 

 

Thurs. Sept. 28th – Yet at the Park. Very 

pleasant weather. Cool nights. 

 

Fri. Sept. 29th – We still remain in camp 

at Simpsons Park.  

 

Sat. Sept. 30th – Waiting today yet at the 

Park.  

 

Sun. Oct. 1st. – It is seven miles from the 

Park to Austin. We start on this 

morning. Eight miles from Austin to 

Jacobsville (Reese River). We drove to 

the latter today and unhitched. Fifteen 

miles.  

 

Mon. Oct. 2nd – We laid over and wasted 

all day today. 

 

Tues. Oct. 3rd – Had quite a rain last 

night. Our horses being gone we had to 

lay over today. Grass and water here. 

 

Wed. Oct. 4th – Horses not found. We 

got the horses and started at 10 A.M. 

and drove two miles and crossed Rose 

River at Railroad Station then twenty to 

Smith Creek Ranch and stopped.  

Pasture here and plenty water. Twenty 

two miles today. 

Thurs. Oct. 5th – From Smith Creek 

Ranch to the Junction House is 

twenty four miles. We go ahead this 

morning. Struck Smith Creek about 

five miles from camp. Followed the 

same some miles. Good grass water 

all up creek. Crossed the summit 

and camped at Lowes Ranch. 

Seventeen miles today. 

 

Fri. Oct. 6th – Seven miles from 

Lowes to Junction House and 

eighteen miles from that to East Gate 

thence to Middle Gate. Eleven from 

Middle Gate to West Gate. (White 

Rock) We got to White Rock today. 

Plenty water. Twenty two miles 

today.  

 

Sat. Oct. 7th – We drove to West Gate 

and turned out on account of the 

desert ahead. Seven miles today. 

 

Sun. Oct. 8th – It is twenty two miles 

across the desert to Sand Springs. 

We start on this morning. Made 

across the desert through sand and 

dust. Met a train of camels today. 

Twenty two miles today. 

 

Mon. Oct. 9th – From Sand Springs to 

Carson Sink six and one half miles. 

(To Salt Wells twelve miles.) We roll 

on today. Took dinner at Salt Wells 

then drove to the sloughs on Sink of 

Carson River. Eighteen miles today. 

 

Tues. Oct. 10th – From Sink of Carson 

to Ragtown eighteen miles. We only 

got to Willow Ranch and stopped.  

 

Wed. Oct. 11th – We drove to 

Cottonwood Station today. Only 

eleven miles today. 

 

Thurs. Oct. 12th – We came to Old 

Log Cabin and I and Carrie took 

passage on a freight wagon and 
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drove to Newman Station. Thirty 

miles today. 

 

Fri. Oct. 13th – We came to Carson 

City today via Dayton. Twenty five 

miles today. 

 

Sat. Oct 14th – We are waiting for the 

train to overtake us. Remain here 

tonight.  

 

Sun. Oct. 15th We are still waiting for 

the wagon to come. 

 

Mon. Oct. 16th – And still we wait for 

the train to come. 

 

Tues. Oct. 17th – We left Carson City 

this morning and drove past Mile 

Station to  Waggoner Valley Mill 

and stopped. Washoe County, 

Nevada. Eight miles today. 

 

Wed. Oct. 18th – We lay over today. 

 

Thurs. Oct 19th – Still lay by today. 

 

Fri. Oct. 20th – We still lay over 

today.  

 

[Here a part of the journal is 

incomplete or missing.] 

 

Fri. Nov. 3rd We drove to Dogtown 

today. Twenty two miles. 

 

Sat. Nov. 4th – This day brought us 

to Chico Buttes Co. Cal. Twenty five 

miles. Here we must close our 

journal for a while as it  behooves us 

to stop at this place.  

 

Mon. May 15th 1866 – Today we take 

passage on the steamer (Del Norte?) 

 

Tues. May 16trh – We landed in the 

City of Sacremento [sic] 

 

Wed. May 17th – We lay over. 

Fri. May 18th – We embark on the 

steamer Chrysopolis and land in the 

City of San Francisco.  

 

Sat. May 19th – We take passage on 

board the steamship Del Norte. 

 

Sun. May 20th – Still on Board.  

 

Mon. May 21st – and we land at Eureka 

where our journal comes to a final close. 

 

Oct. 28 1866 – I and family embark on 

steamer Del Norte and land in S.F. Oct. 

29.  

 

Oct. 30th – We go aboard the Relief of 

Petaluma on same day. 

 

Oct. 31st – We arrive in Santa Rosa 

where we halt for a season. 

 

(Date?) 

Gave up the house in City on Thursday 

and stored my things same day. 

 

Left San Francisco on Thurs. Nov. 16th 

1871 arrived at the Polis Hotel Thursday 

evening about 8 o’clock. Write letter 

Friday. Went out to the Insane Asylum 

on Saturday in the (Burs) went out to 

William Woodard’s with letters Sat. 

Afternoon in Buggy (?). Went to the 

Methodist Church and to hear sermon. 

Subject, ??????? in the Market place. Met 

Dr. Goodwin on Friday, Met Mr. 

Ainsbery on Monday, met Miss Bain (?) 

at the Hotel, a school teacher and wrote 

to Willie.  

 

Take the left hand road at Sand Springs 

go past Fort Churchill 

 

[Last page is almost illegible, it has a 

couple of names: Gudkins, William 

Wallace, Frank Jones, Lander Co.] 

 

[Postscript in Alene’s handwriting: 

James McNabb Colwell died Feb 23, 

1875 Bethany, Mo. His brother, Dennis 

Hand Colwell stayed in CA. He died 

March 1, 1907. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
HERITAGE ONE CLICK 

AWAY 
From Oregon Heritage News 3-15-2012 

 
The recent launch of Washington 

County Heritage Online (WCHO) 

allows visitors to access thousands 

of photographs chronicling 

Washington County's rich history. 

The site, located at 

washingtoncountyheritage.org , is a 

collaborative effort between the 

Pacific University Library and the 

Washington County Museum, with 

support from the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services. The 

project encourages increased 

collaboration between libraries, 

museums, historical societies, 

educational entities and cultural 

organizations.  

Initial image galleries include Pacific 

University's class of 1878, historic 

looks at Forest Grove and Hillsboro, 

images of the area's Native 

American heritage, and the growing 

Latino community. Centro Cultural, 

an organization focused on Latino 

culture in Washington County, has 

contributed more than 800 images 

thus far.  

Designed to house many more 

collections from the county's vast 

network of public libraries, cultural 

and historical organizations, the site 

allows access to the area’s many 

collections physically housed in 

different locations.  For more 

information about WCHO, contact 

Zaborowski at 

lindsay.prescott@pacificu.edu . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://washingtoncountyheritage.org/
mailto:lindsay.prescott@pacificu.edu
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WWII Color Images Of Homeland Support 
By Jim Bull 

The following site would be a great visit for anyone who had a relative - especially female relative - involved in the 

production of aircraft or other jobs supporting the war effort 1940-1945. 

 http://pavel-kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html?thread=22669914  The site is Russian but don’t be put off by the 

Cyrillic introduction. The images are American and the captions are in English. It takes a few moments to load all 

the fantastic Kodachrome pictures taken by the Office of War Information. 
 

Continued on Page 11 

http://pavel-kosenko.livejournal.com/303194.html?thread=22669914
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A Thousand Buttons 
from a Sunken 

Steamboat 
by Suzanne Smith Arney 

 

A button, factory made and 

measuring less than ½ inch across, 

seems an insignificant thing to get 

excited about, even if it's a pretty 

white porcelain one with blue 

patterns on it. But because this one 

came from the hold of a steamboat 

that sank 146 years ago, it claims 

some attention. 

 

Take a journey back in time to the 

spring of 1865. The American Civil 

War is approaching its final 

desperate battles. Many war-weary 

Americans are looking west toward 

new lives. Among these is Captain 

Ben Goodwin, guiding the 

steamboat Bertrand* on her maiden 

voyage 2,000 miles upriver to the 

goldfields of Montana Territory. On 

the morning of April 1, she is loaded 

with about 250 tons of cargo, the crew, 

and a few adventuresome passengers. 

Near the former village of De Soto, 20 

miles above Omaha, a submerged log 

tore into the sternwheeler's hull. 

According to one passenger, the 

Bertrand, with its stores of supplies, sank 

in five minutes. All aboard survived, as 

did exaggerated stories about the 

riverboat's lost treasures. 

 

Bound for Montana's goldfield towns, 

the Bertrand 

carried 

liquor and 

French 

champagne, 

lemonade, 

hardware 

and 

housewares, 

blasting 

powder, 

pickaxes, 

ammunition, 

ledgers, 

clothing, 

groceries, tools for mining and 

farming, canisters of mercury (used 

in gold refining), and more than 

1,000 buttons made of shell, rubber, 

glass, metal, and ceramic. More 

than a century passed before the 

wreck was rediscovered in 1968 in 

the DeSoto National Wildlife 

Refuge in Missouri Valley, Iowa. 

None of the rumored gold or 

whiskey was found but much of 

the cargo, including nine of the 

mercury canisters and the buttons, 

was found in pristine condition 

and has proved to be a treasure for 

historians. According to Dean 

Knudsen, curator of the Steamboat 

Bertrand Collection at the DeSoto 

National Wildlife Refuge, the 

collection of more than 500,000 

artifacts is a unique time capsule as 

"All . . . can be dated to a precise day 

and time."  

 

As for the buttons, he observes, "Old 

buttons tend to be found only after 

hard use has taken a toll, but these 

buttons are pristine and unused, 

offering an insight into their 

manufacturing and marketing 

techniques. Presumably these hard-

bitten miners would have cared little 

about fashion, and yet the cargo 

included a wide variety of colors, 

sizes, and materials in buttons."  

 

Amazing-after 146 years, buttons 

still tell stories!  

From PieceWork's July/August 2011  

Submitted by Earline Wasser 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Obituary publishing 
standards, are they 

gone??? 
by Georga Foster 

 

Recently our local newspaper set 

new criteria on publishing 

obituaries. They 

state that their 

policy is driven 

by economic 

problems and 

they cannot 

afford the added 

space.  The public 

is not happy with 

the new agenda. Stating that it’s cold 

and uninformative, citizens feel that 

only money is the issue and that the 

lives of deceased community 

members have been compromised. 

The following link will take you 

to the detailed page that was 

published.  

http://gorgenews.com/news/?p=1342

1 

The Northwestern University 

Readership Institute has published  

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Calico buttons recovered from the wreckage of the 

steamboat Bertrand. 
 

 

 

 

 

Above: A selection of the buttons recovered from the 

Bertrand on display at the DeSoto National Wildlife 

Refuge. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: A Hammond 

Turner & Sons tally-ho 

button recovered from 

the wreckage of the 

steamboat Bertrand. 

 

 
 

Continued on Page 11 

http://gorgenews.com/news/?p=13421
http://gorgenews.com/news/?p=13421
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More 2012 Programs 
 
In addition to our programs listed in 

the box to the right, program chair 

Sandy Bisset has put together the 

following for the remainder of the 

year. 

July – How Do You Want to be 

Remembered – Sandy Bisset and 

friends.  

This day long workshop will 

introduce ways to write your own 

story from timelines to obits, and 

several other non-traditional 

approaches. It will be a very hands-

on day.  

August – Tech Fest – Mark Adams 

and the techies  

This will be a whole day of hands on 

introductions and problem solving 

using Family Tree Maker and other 

popular genealogy programs.  

September – Researching with City 

Directories – Lorna Elliott and 

Sandy Bisset  

This program will review the 

traditional research approach to 

using city directories and show you 

some additional information you 

can derive from that resource, as 

well as address the validity of the 

resource depending on location, 

timeframe, and publisher.  

October – Where to Look if the 

Courthouse (or the City) Burns – 

Fred Henchell  

Fred Henchell will share the 

problems and successes he met with 

during his search for San Francisco 

records from the era of the 1906 

earthquake and fire.  

November – Research in a Foreign 

Language – speaker TBA  

This will address those problems of 

trying to research records in a 

language that you do not speak or 

read and the strategies for success.  

December – No Program  

January 2013 – Genealogy Jar II – 

audience participation 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

June Field Trip to Moro 
By Sandy Bisset 

Sherman County Historical Society has 

graciously agreed to host our June 9th 

meeting at their museum in Moro.  We 

will have a short business meeting at 

10:30 and spend the rest of the day 

touring the museum and their 

genealogical holdings.  We plan to car 

pool from Hood River and The Dalles. 

For members who register ahead of 

time the Columbia Gorge Genealogical 

Society will pay the admission fee, 

otherwise, at the door admission is $3.00 

for adults; students $1.00 and children 

under 6 free.  We plan to have no host 

box lunches available, to be ordered at 

the museum when we arrive that 

morning.  More details will be available 

later.  We will also provide a list of other 

interesting things to see in the area for 

those who would like to linger in 

Sherman County. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Family Tree 
Tell me, have you ever seen 
An Elm branch on an evergreen? 
When Oak and Birch grow close and touch, 
Does this affect their seedling much? 
 
If, indeed, a freak should sprout 
The whispering pines would talk, no doubt 
Perhaps you think there’ll never be 
That crazy kind of mixed up tree;  
 
But you are wrong. I tell no lie! 
Great branches reaching to the sky 
Have different leaves….I guarantee 
They’re growing on a family tree. 
 
So, if your roots have crossed the seas 
With mixed-up nationalities, 
Don’t be disturbed ….new roots will take: 
Then when you give your tree a shake, 
You’ll realize the whole darn clan 
Is what we call AMERICAN! 

From The Heritage Newsletter 
Linn Genealogical Society Mar. 2012 

 
. 
. 
. 

Upcoming Events 

April 14, 2012 

The Discovery Center 1:00 PM 

CGGS Monthly Meeting 

Darrell Hill will talk about the 1940 
census. 

April 21, 2012 

7809 Tieton Drive, Yakima, WA 

Spring Seminar 

J. H. Fonkert, CG on Research in 
British Isles and The Netherlands 
See http://yvgs.net/events.php  

April 21, 2012 

Bend  Golf & Country Club 

Spring Seminar 

Four topics by Dick Eastman See 
http://www.orgenweb.org/deschute
s/bend-gs/springseminar.html  

April 21, 2012 

Milwaukie Elks Lodge 

Spring Seminar 

Four topics by J. Mark Lowe, CG, 

FUGA  See www.gfo.org/seminar   

 

May 12, 2012 

The Discovery Center 1:00 PM 

CGGS Monthly Meeting 

Win-Quatt: The history of The 
Dalles -  Widge Johnson  & 
Carolyn Woods about Phil and 
Linda Klindt’s Book 
 
May 19, 2012 

Museum of History & Industry 

 Seattle GS Spring Seminar 

George G. Morgan of The 
Genealogy Guys  See 
http://seattlegenealogicalsociety.org  

June 9, 2012 

Visit to Sherman Co. Museum 

CGGS Monthly Meeting 

Details in Adjacent  Article 

 

 
 

http://yvgs.net/events.php
http://www.orgenweb.org/deschutes/bend-gs/springseminar.html
http://www.orgenweb.org/deschutes/bend-gs/springseminar.html
http://www.gfo.org/seminar
http://seattlegenealogicalsociety.org/
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Mid-Columbia Genealogical Resources 

Family History Centers 

The Dalles FHC     Goldendale FHC  Hood River FHC     Stevenson FHC 

1504 East 15th St     N. Columbus Ave. & McKinley 18th & May St.      Maple Way & Loop Rd. 
West Entrance, basement    P.O.  Box 109           
The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620  Hood River, OR 97031     Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 541-298- 5815    Phone: 509-773-3824  Phone: 541-386-3539     Phone 509-427-5927 
Director: Chris Knowland    Director Ed Hoyle  Director: Noretta Hornbeck   Director: Emerline Andrews 
Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.    Open: Tue., Wed. 10:00 – 4:00 Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.     Open: Wed. 1:00 – 3:00 p.m 
10:30 a.m to 8:30 p.m.    Thur. 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.                Thur. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Libraries  

The Dalles – Wasco County    William G. Dick     Maupin 

722 Court Street      The Discovery Ctr. & Wasco Co. Museum    P.O. Box 462 
The Dalles, OR 97058     5000 Discovery Road      Maupin, OR 97037 
Phone: 541-296-2815     The Dalles, OR 97058      Phone: 541-395-2208 
Hours: Mon.,Tue.,Wed.,Thur. 10 – 8:30 p.m.  Phone: 541-296-8600 ext. 219     E-Mail: SWCLibrary@centurytel.net 
            Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.      Hours: M-W-F 11-3 or by appointment 
            Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    E-Mail: library@gorgediscovery.org  
 

       Hood River County 

        502 State Street 
        Hood River, OR 97031 
        Phone: 541-386-2535 
        New Hours: Monday 12:00 – 5:00 
        Tues. & Fri.: 2:00 – 7:00 
        Thurs. & Sat.: 10:00 – 3:00  

Fort Vancouver Regional 

Goldendale    White Salmon Valley   Stevenson 

131 W. Burgen St.   5 Town & Country Square   120 NW Vancouver Ave. 
Goldendale, WA 98620   White Salmon, WA 98672   Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 509-773-4487   Phone: 509-493-1132   Phone: 509-427-5471 
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Hours: Tue. 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Hours: Tue.-Wed. 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
     Wed. – Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Thur.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Other 

Dufur Historical Society  Wamic Hist. Society Wasco Co. Hist. Society     Klickitat Co. Hist. Society 

P.O. Box 462       P.O. Box 806  300 W. 13th      127 W. Broadway 
Dufur, OR 97021       Wamic, OR 9706  The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620 
dufurhist@ortelco.net     541-296-1867     509-773-4303 
 
Sherman Co. Hist. Museum Hood River Co. Mus. Gorge Heritage Mus.  Col. Gorge Interpretive Mus. 

200 Dewey St.   300 E. Port Marina. Dr. 202 E. Humboldt   990 SW Rock Cr. Dr. 
Moro, OR 97039   Hood River. OR 97031 Bingen, WA 98605  Stevenson, WA 98648 
541-565-3232   541-386-6722  509-493-3228   509-427-8211 
 
Fort Dalles Museum  Hutson Museum  Cascade Locks Hist. Mus. Presby Museum  

W 15th St. & Garison  4967 Baseline Dr. 1 NW Portage Rd   127 West Broadway 
The Dalles, OR 97058  Parkdale, OR 97041 Cascade Locks, OR 97014  Goldendale, WA 98620 
541-296-4547   541-352-6808  541-374-8535   509-773-4303 

 

mailto:library@gorgediscovery.org
mailto:dufurhist@ortelco.net
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guidelines and examples from the 

top 100 newspapers on what the 

best practices are on publishing 

obituaries. It’s a good read and the 

practices are outstanding!!! 

http://www.readership.org/content

/obit_gallery.asp 

The society will be having a 

program July 14 on 'How do you 

want to be remembered? This 

program will be covering writing 

your own obituary, publishing a 

biography and family history self 

publishing among other topics.  

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIETY SURNAME INDEX REFERENCE 
 
The society’s Surname Index Reference provides an aid to researchers visiting our local libraries. A browse through the book 
will quickly determine if there is a member of our society who is researching the same surname(s) as the visiting researcher. 
The Surname Book is in the Genealogy section of The Dalles/Wasco County Public Library, Hood River County Library, 
Sherman County Library and the Fort Vancouver Regional Library branches in Goldendale, White Salmon and Stevenson.  
 
The first 54 pages contain an alphabetical listing of 644 surnames and over 1800 individuals. Most individuals have birth 
and/or death dates and locations given. 
 
The last two pages assign a code to each of the 68 members or past members who submitted their pedigree chart from which 
the surname and individual listings were taken. The middle section of the book lists the individuals by the code for the person 
that submitted the information. This enables a researcher to follow up with a member if a connection with a listed individual is 
discovered.  
 

 

Please Join us in our learning and our Fun   
Individual: $15 per year - Family: $20 per year 

 

NAME(s):______________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________ 
 

CITY:_________________ST:___ ZIP:________________ 
 

EMAIL:_____________________ 
 

PHONE:____________________ 
 

Clip and Mail To:  
 

Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society C/O The Dalles/Wasco Co Public Library 
722 Court St.       The Dalles, OR 97058 

 

Obits - Continued from Page 8 

Some of these images are 70 years old and 

look as fresh as ever. They would make 

great images to go along with written 

stories about what mom or grandma (or 

dad and grandpa) did during the war. If 

someone had told any of the subjects in 

these photos that we'd have such a clear 

look at them in the year 2012 they 

wouldn’t have believed you. It boggles the 

mind.  

And the best thing is that many of the 

individuals and specific locations in the 

pictures are identified. Someone might 

actually find their relative in one. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Kodachromes - Continued from Page 7 From The Editor 
 

With the conclusion of Alene 
Thille’s diary transcription I have 
returned to our previously 
standard twelve page format for 
this issue. This is not because I 
didn’t have additional material – 
on the contrary I probably could 
have filled another four to six 
pages without much difficulty.  
 
However, I don’t want to 
overload you, the reader. Please 
let me know if 12 pages is enough 
or if you have enjoyed the added 
length of the last few issues. 
  Thanks - Jim 

http://www.readership.org/content/obit_gallery.asp
http://www.readership.org/content/obit_gallery.asp
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Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
C/o The Dalles Wasco County Library 
722 Court Street 
The Dalles, Oregon 97058-2270 
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The Computer Swallowed Grandma 
By Valerie Waite from the U.K. 

 

The computer swallowed Grandma So, if inside your “Inbox” 

Yes, honestly it’s true!   My Grandma you should see 

She pressed “control” and “enter” Please “Copy”, “Scan” and “Paste” 

And disappeared from view.  And send her back to me. 

 

It devoured her completely 

The thought just makes me squirm. This is a tribute to all the  

She must have caught a virus  Grandma’s (and Grandpa’s) 
Or been eaten by a worm.  Who have been fearless and 

     Learned to use the computer. 
I’ve searched through the recycle bin  

And files of every kind:  

I’ve even used the Internet 

But nothing did I find.   We do not stop playing because  
     We grow old; we grow old  
     because we stop playing! 
In my desperation, I asked Jeeves   

My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative;  

Not a thing was found “on-line.” 
 

 


