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 Tales and Trails 

TALES & TRAILS is published quarterly in Jan., Apr., Jul. and Oct. Submissions 

by the 20th of the previous months may be e-mailed to Jim Bull at 
jimbull@gorge.net or sent by USPS mail to: Editor, CGGS C/O  The Dalles 
Wasco County Library, 722 Court St., The Dalles, OR  97058-2270. We 
welcome articles related to genealogy and family history. 
 

 

May the New Year bring success in 

filling the boxes on your family tree. 
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Happy New Year to you all!  

Hopefully 2012 will be a good year for 

the CGGS; it’s up to us all.  I will 

certainly do my best to fulfill my 

duties and responsibilities as 

president.  Our interest in genealogy 

tends to direct our focus to the past, 

but as society members I think we 

need to focus on the future as we start 

this New Year.  What are our goals?  

What do we want to accomplish? 

During our last few years we have 

had some great programs, and I hope 

we can continue that trend.  People 

attend meetings because they are 

interesting, provide useful 

information and are fun.  Interesting 

meetings with good programs are key 

to maintaining and building our 

membership.  I also hope we can add 

some younger members to our base.  I 

think most of us wish we had started 

our genealogical research when we 

were in our ‚twenties and thirties.‛ So 

I’m interested in your ideas about 

how to get younger people interested 

in genealogy. Help us bring in some 

younger members. 

Continuing to provide educational 

workshops for folks interested in 

genealogy is certainly a worthy goal, 

but it takes member participation.  We 

can all help by assisting and guiding 

others who are just starting their 

research.  They can profit by learning 

about both our research successes and 

failures.  I think we also act as an 

information source.  We have made 

great strides in the last year 

organizing materials for both our 

organization and the Discovery 

Center.  We need your help in 

continuing this effort.  Besides the 

publications we offer for sale, we have 

a wealth of information gathered over 

the years.  We need to continue 

organizing and indexing our 

materials and devising ways to 

make them accessible to the 

interested public. 

So as we start this New Year, please 

take a few minutes and think about 

the direction we should go and how 

you can help us get there.  Tell me 

(or Mark or any board member) 

your thoughts.  Let’s make it 

happen!  

   Fred       

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HERITAGE 
BULLETINS 

PROVIDE TIPS 
There is no single source to gather 

information about places. Quality 

research efforts require time, travel, 

communication and patience. 

Although you’ll discover many 

sources on the internet, you should 

still visit libraries, museums and 

government offices in person. 

Discover valuable tips about 

research in Heritage Bulletin 

Number 12: ‚Research Tips and 

Sources‛ by visiting 

http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/HCD

/Bulletins.shtml. 

From Oregon Heritage News 

2011-12-05 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A WINTER  POEM  
 It's winter  in Idaho 

And  the gentle breezes blow  
Seventy  miles an hour  
At  thirty-five  below.   

  
Oh, how I  love Idaho   

When the  snow's up to your butt  
You take a  breath of winter  

And your  nose gets frozen  shut.   
  

Yes, the  weather here is  wonderful   
So I guess  I'll hang around 
I could  never leave Idaho 

Cuz I'm frozen to  the ground! 
 

Submitted by Darrell Hill 

President’s Report 

Dues Are Due 

mailto:mladams@gorge.net
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Gottlieb and Katie, taken in Cloud County KS, 
between 1877 (when their daughter Ida was born 
in Ohio) and 1880 (when their son Edward was 
born in Kansas). 

Dating Katie 
by Terri Earl 

In-depth research reveals a 
64-year old discrepancy in 

family record 

My grandmother’s grandmother, 

Catherine ‚Kate‛ (Biery) Sommers 

Rogers was born 100 years before 

me. Not to the day; not even the 

same month. But the year - yep. We 

were both born in ‘59. We were 

‚birth-year buddies‛. 

 

Over the last several months I’ve 

been working through the National 

Genealogical Society (NGS) Home 

Study Course. Sixteen lessons, 

each with a new skill to learn or 

a new set of records to explore. 

But a common thread runs 

through all sixteen: don’t take 

‚facts‛ for granted. Double-

check everything. Research 

(exhaustively!). 

 

My final assignment was to 

write the life-story of one 

ancestor. Whom should I pick? 

Who else, but my birth-year 

buddy, Grandma Kate!  

 

One of the records I obtained 

for my report on Kate was her 

Washington state death 

certificate.1 I also studied every 

census that Kate appeared in, 

from 1860 to 19302; and I found 

a discrepancy in Kate’s birth 

year.  

 

Kate’s death record, obituary 

and headstone all concur, 

giving her birth year as 1859. 

But the 1900 census, which 

recorded both birth month and 

year along with age at last 

birthday, stated that she was born 

‚Dec 58.‛  

Which was right?  

 

The NGS uses three terms: Sources, 

Information and Evidence.  

 

‚Sources‛ are any physical item from 

which we gather information. Books, 

websites, artifacts -- anything can 

potentially be a source. Sources can 

either be original: digital images of 

census records, hand-written bible 

records and such, or derivative, like 

compiled family records or county 

histories.  

 

‚Information‛ is judged by the 

participation of the informant. It can 

be either primary, by someone who 

was actually at the event, or 

secondary, secondhand, hearsay. 

 

‚Evidence‛ is based on both Sources 

and Information. It answers a 

question directly (What was Kate’s 

birth date?) or indirectly (giving, for 

example, a person’s age at their last 

birthday). Analysis is made up of all 

three pieces.  

 

My sources were census records, 

Kate’s death certificate and a family 

history written in 19813. Of these, the 

census record images and death 

certificate are original. The family 

history is derived (hopefully!) from 

original sources, but it is not an 

original source. Both death 

record and family history 

recorded Kate’s birthday as 

December 22, 1859. 

 

My information was all 

secondary -- at least at a first 

look. We’ll come back to this.  

 

My evidence in Kate’s death 

record seemed to be direct. By 

was it correct?  

 

Going backward in time 

through the census records, I 

found two nuggets of 

information which finally 

answered my question. In 1860, 

Katie (spelled ‚Catherine‛ by 

her parents) was listed as one 

year old at her last birthday. 

That points to a birth in 1859, 

doesn‛t it? But Katie’s birthday 

was in December. Her 1860 

birthday, when she would be 

two, was still ahead. Better yet, 

children under age one were 

listed by months. 1/12, 3/12, 

etc. If Katie had been born in 

December 1859, her age as of 
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June 1, Census Day in 1860, would 

have been written as 6/12. 

 

Since both of little Catherine’s 

parents were living, there is a good 

chance that one of them personally 

answered the enumerator’s 

questions, which would make the 

1860 census primary information.  

(Well, I can’t really prove that. But 

even so, the math fits.)  

 

Sometimes research hurts. This time 

it cost me my ‚birth-year buddy.‛ 

But I’m glad I was able to correct 

that mystery, after all these years. 

Catherine ‚Katie‛ Biery Sommers 

Rogers was, after all, born 22 

December 1858. 

 

Endnotes: 

1. Washington State Department of 

Health, certificate of death 177 

(1947), Katherine  

Rogers, Center for Health Statistics, 

Olympia.  

 

2.  1860 U.S. Census,  Wayne 

County, Ohio, population schedule, 

Sugar Creek  

Township, page 93, image 189, 

Catharine Berry; digital image, 

Ancestry.com (http:  

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA 

microfilm publication  

M653, roll 1050.  

   1870 U.S. Census, Wayne County, 

Ohio, population schedule, Sugar 

Creek  

Township, page 340A, image 194, 

family 144, Catharine Beary; digital 

image,  

Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA  

microfilm publication M593, roll 

1281.  

   1880 U.S. Census, Cloud County, 

Kansas, population schedule, Colfax 

Township,  

page 292B, enumeration district 46, 

image 128, household number 125, 

family number  

128, Catherine Sommers; digital 

image, Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com :  

accessed 22 October 2011); citing 

NARA microfilm publication T9, roll 

377.  

    1900 U.S. Census, Marion County, 

Oregon, population schedule, South 

Silverton  

Precinct, page 13A, enumeration 

district 126, household number 248, 

family number 250,  

Catharine Sommers; digital image, 

Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA microfilm 

publication T63, roll 1348.  

    1910 U.S. Census, Marion County, 

Oregon, population schedule, South 

Silverton Precinct, page 8A, 

enumeration district 232, household 

number 151, family number 155, 

Catharine Rogers; digital image, 

Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA microfilm 

publication T624, roll 1284. 

    1920 U.S. Census, Kootenai County, 

Idaho, population schedule, Hayden 

Lake Precinct, page 5B, enumeration 

district 194, household number 133, 

family number 133, Kathrine Rogers; 

digital image, Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA microfilm 

publication T625, roll 291. 

    1930 U.S. Census, Kootenai County, 

Idaho, population schedule, Hayden 

Lake Precinct, page 3A, enumeration 

district 33, household number 57, 

family number 61, Kathrine Rogers; 

digital image, Ancestry.com (http: 

//www.ancestry.com : accessed 22 

October 2011); citing NARA 

microfilm publication T626, roll 401.  

 

3. The Genealogy and History of Ida 

Sommers, up to her marriage to 

Samuel Aeschliman  

(MS, 1981), pages 15-22,  photocopy 

privately held by Terri Earl,  Grass 

Valley, Oregon, 2011.  A photocopy 

of this manuscript was given to Terri 

Earl in about 1985  by Golda 

(Aeschliman) Waltner. The author, 

Stella Aeschliman, and typist, 

Frances Aeschliman, were sisters of 

Golda, and daughters of Samuel and 

Ida (Sommers) Aeschliman. Ida 

Sommers was the eldest daughter of 

Catherine/ Katherine (Biery) 

Sommers Rogers.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

[Editor’s Note: Hear more about the 
lessons Terri took and what she 
learned in the process at our March 
10 meeting.] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ONLINE HISTORIC MAP 
COLLECTION GROWING 

 

The USGS Historical Topographic 

Map collection is now online.  With 

over 90,000 of the more than 200,000 

maps in the collection now available 

for download, this map collection 

can be a boon to people who use 

historical maps as research tools. 

 

The agency will continue to add 

maps to the collection through the 

next year, until its entire map library 

is online and available for public 

use. To view the maps, visit 

http://nationalmap.gov/historical . 
 

Oregon Heritage News 12-16-2011. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Witching for Graves 
(Reprise) 

By Rose Denslinger 
With minor editing by Jim Bull 

 

The picture below is of Don & 

Shirley Billson, Jack Denslinger and 

Penny Kennedy at our Dutch Flat 

Cemetery. 

We went out to the Cemetery 

Sunday Oct. 23. Penny walked the 

entire cemetery twice and found an 

additional 32 graves. I had names & 

death certificates for 17 people 

buried there without a head stone 

and I did not know where the 

graves were. Now I have 15 more 

people to locate death certificates 

for.  

There's no way that I will ever know 

which grave belongs to these 32 

people but we will mark all the sites 

as male, female or baby. After Penny 

had walked the entire cemetery, she 

walked the outside of the fence 

around the entire cemetery and 

found a baby buried outside the NW 

corner.  Penny also found graves 

that had a mother and child in them.  

It was an amazing experience. The 

cemetery is suppose to be an acre, 

but inside the fence is about 3/4 acre. 

It is located south of The Dalles. 

 

P.S. I wish I was better at  

saying how wonderful Penny is to do 

this work for the cemetery. Thanks , 

Rose 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

1852 New Year’s 
Resolutions 

Solve Genealogical 
Mysteries! 

[It's not really a news flash, and you 

likely have seen it before, but this is a good 

one to come back to when are you at the 

brink of insanity chasing elusive 

ancestors...] 

 

It is New Year’s Eve 1852 and Henry 

Hydenwell sits at his desk by 

candlelight. He dips his quill pen into 

ink and begins to writes his New 

Year’s Resolutions:  

1. No man is truly well-educated 

unless he learns to spell his name at 

least three different ways within the 

same document. I resolve to give the 

appearance of being extremely well-

educated in the coming year.  

2. I resolve to see to it that all of my 

children will have the same names 

that my ancestors have used for six 

generations in a row.*  

3. My age is no one’s business but my 

own. I hereby resolve to never list the 

same age or birth year twice on any 

document.  

4. I resolve to have each of my 

children baptized in a different 

church-either in a different faith or in 

a different parish. Every third child 

will not be baptized at all, or will be 

baptized by an itinerant minister who 

keeps no records.  

5. I resolve to move to a new town, 

new county or new state at least once 

every 10 years-just before those pesky 

enumerators come around asking silly 

questions.  

6. I will make every attempt to reside 

in counties and towns where no vital 

records are maintained or where the 

courthouse burns down every few 

years.  

7. I resolve to join an obscure religious 

cult that does not believe in record-

keeping or in participating in 

military service.  

8. When the tax collector comes to 

my door, I’ll lend him my pen, 

which has been dipped in rapidly 

fading blue ink. 

 9. I resolve that if my beloved wife 

Mary should die, I will marry 

another Mary.  

10. I resolve not to make a will. Who 

needs to spend money on a lawyer?  

11. I resolve to not clutter up the 

good farm pastures with headstones 

that will just get broken or fade with 

time anyway.  

12. I resolve to protect my family 

and friends’ privacy by giving false 

names and places for events.  

13. I resolve to never give the correct 

accounts of misdeeds in the family, 

so although Uncle Lem shot that guy 

and was tried for murder, my kids 

will be told he stole a cow.  

14. I resolve to never trim the family 

cemetery of brush and tangleweed 

to keep out anyone doing that silly 

genealogical work.  

15. I resolve to always alternate my 

children’s and wife’s first and 

middle names when the census taker 

comes around just to give him 

practice with his spelling.  

16. I resolve to come from Ireland, 

where there are no records, or, if 

there are, they can only be examined 

by visiting the exact village and 

pleading with the local clergy, who 

is hostile to anyone not of his belief, 

which, of course, you are, and/or 

handing over a fee equal to or 

exceeding your yearly income for 

one hour’s research, which may not 

find anything.  

17. I resolve that not only shall I 

NOT die in my country of birth, but 

that nor shall my children (yea, 

verily) unto the sixth generation.  
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18. I resolve that I shall call my 

children by odd names, which the 

enumerator shall spell incorrectly.  

19. I resolve that I shall be absent on 

the night of the census.  

20. I resolve that if unable to be 

absent on census night, I shall 

endeavor to be enumerated twice.  

21. I resolve that when I die my 

children/wife is instructed to give 

the wrong details for my death 

certificate.  

22. I resolve that I and most of my 

family shall die suddenly just before 

death certifications started to be 

used in a parish where easy access 

to the records ceased the previous 

year.  

*Addendum to No. 2: My brothers 

promise to do likewise, thereby 

ensuring that each of our children 

has the same name as the cousins of 

the approximate same age.  
   
THANKS FOR THIS INFORMATION GOES 

TO:  http://dee-

burris.livejournal.com/10286.html and 

http://www.melickprofessionalgenealogists.c

om  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Upcoming Programs 
By Jim Bull 

 

The program on Jan. 14 is called 

‚Genealogy Jar‛.  New program 

chair Sandy will have grabbed 

random genealogical related 

thoughts as they have flitted 

through her mind since our last 

meeting and written them on slips 

of paper. She will bring them to the 

meeting in a jar, out of which each 

of us will have a chance to draw a 

slip. The drawee will have one 

minute to think and then up to three 

minutes to talk on the subject. The 

answer might be a question, random 

gibberish, or contain a real clue to 

breaking a stone wall, but no matter 

which, it should be lots of fun. 

On February 11 Mr. Henry Balsiger of 

White Salmon will speak on ‚History 

in Photo Collections‛. In response to 

my request for a description of what 

he actually does he sent me the 

following: 

 

‚Like you folks who collect names of 

family history, I gather the photos to 

go with the names.  The history in 

turn is shared with the family via CDs 

and they keep all the articles, photos, 

etc that are used.  When the project is 

finished, I keep all the history in my 

system, which is not connected to an 

online computer.  The Gorge Heritage 

Museum in Bingen also gets a CD 

with the history.  During the visiting 

with ‚clients‛ I also coach them in 

what to do with items they may wish 

to share with museums in the area.  I 

share with Gorge Heritage, WAAAM, 

Stevenson Interpretive museum.  It is 

only a suggestion for the folks.  

During visits, I request that family 

members are present, so as to insure 

the children are not surprised with 

what is happening.  I have worked 

with seniors since the early 1980s and 

try to be sensitive to   their aging.  

This also gives me the opportunity to 

share what will be happening while 

we age, just as Jim does with the 

driving course for AARP. ‚ 

 

He will bring an example of his work 

to share. At last count he has  shared 

over 150,000 pages of history with the 

Gorge Heritage Museum since he 

began doing this in 2003. 

 

The best thing is that he does this for 

FREE! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Research Tip 
By Aaron Underwood 

GenSmarts Newsletter 12-19-11 
 

One of the biggest benefits to 

posting your family tree online is the 

increased visibility and thus the 

increased odds that someone might 

step forward and contact you about 

a common ancestor. Those 

genealogists who are not 

comfortable posting their genealogy 

online miss out on that benefit. It 

occurred to me that there might be a 

middle ground here... As an 

experiment, I created an online 

ancestor "trap". I made a public tree 

at Ancestry.com that contained 

primarily one person - one of my 

brick wall ancestors. I "baited the 

trap" with well researched and 

documented tidbits that I had 

accumulated over the years about 

this person and his family. Then I 

waited. It only took about two 

months before Ancestry.com 

notified me that another user had 

copied some of this data into their 

tree. Ah ha! I had found someone 

else researching my elusive ancestor. 

During a quick review of their data, 

I noticed they had documented the 

complete (first and middle) names of 

my ancestor's children. Where did 

they get this level of detail? After a 

few emails, I learned they had access 

to a family bible passed down from 

one of these children - a bible that I 

didn't know existed and that 

provided me with a few more clues 

on this elusive fellow.  I'd have 

never made this connection had it 

not been for the online trees. So for 

those of you who have not 

"gone online" with your data - you 

might consider at least posting a key 

ancestor or two. 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

I'm stuck in my 

family tree and can't 

get down 

http://dee-burris.livejournal.com/10286.html
http://dee-burris.livejournal.com/10286.html
http://www.melickprofessionalgenealogists.com/
http://www.melickprofessionalgenealogists.com/
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Continued from Oct. 2011 Issue 

 Diary of a Trek Across 
the North American 

Continent 1865 
By James McNabb Colwell 

Thurs. Aug. 10th – Mssrs. Watson 

and Saltsman leave us this morning. 

Came into Green County, Utah 

Territory. We got to Green River 

three hours by sun and forded the 

river. Green River Station. Plenty 

Grass. Eighteen miles today. Fri. 

Aug. 11th – We laid over till late this 

evening then hitched and drove to 

the top of the hills and unhitched. 

Seven miles today. 

 

Sat. Aug. 12th – We drove eight miles 

and came to Blacks Fork. Drove 

three miles and turned out on an 

island. Drove two miles and 

unhitched. Thirteen miles today. 

 

Sun. Aug. 13th – We laid by today 

herding, resting our stock. 

 

Mon. Aug. 14th – We start on this 

morning. We drove ten miles and 

struck the telegraph road and 

turned out. Here we traded three 

cows for a yoke of oxen then drove 

about five miles and turned out for 

the night. Fifteen miles today.  

 

Tues. Aug. 15th – One of our oxen 

gone this morning. Found him. We 

laid over today feeding our stock. 

 

Wed. Aug. 16th – We drove six miles 

this morning and reached South 

Bend Station at Harms Fork and 

here we halted. Dr. Davis traded his 

four yoke of cattle for three ponies 

and harness for two ponies. We 

traded our two yoke for two ponies 

and harness. Camped here tonight. 

Six miles today. 

 

Thurs. Aug. 17th. We moved on this 

morning. Came about twelve miles to 

dinner. It is raining quite a shower. 

Drove fifteen miles this afternoon. 

Turned out on Blacks Fork. Seventeen 

miles today. 

 

Fri. Aug. 18th – We took the wrong 

road yesterday morning. We came to 

Bridger and Virginia crossroads this 

evening and found by travelling that 

we were five miles north of Bridger. 

We get to Fort Bridger after dark. 

Twenty five miles today.  

 

Sat. Aug. 19th – We laid by till noon 

today then came out to Muddy 

Station. Camped. Plenty wood and 

water (not good) grass by going some 

distance. Twelve miles today. 

 

Sun. Aug. 20 – It is ten miles from 

Muddy to (Quakenarp) Station. We 

passed the latter and drove two and 

one half miles to dinner. We came to 

(?) and crossed Bear River. Drove up 

the river one and one half miles and 

camped. Here is the first farm we 

have seen since we left the N T. 

Twenty one miles today. 

 

Mon. Aug. 21st – It is ten miles from 

Bear River to Needle Rock Station and 

six miles on to Cash Cave. We drove 

to the latter for dinner. Five miles 

from Cash Cave to Echo Station. We 

passed the latter and drove five miles 

this side down Echo Canyon. Twenty 

six miles today. 

 

Tues. Aug. 22nd – From Echo Station to 

Hanging Rocks it is ten miles and 

from Hanging Rocks to Weber, twelve 

miles. We drove to the latter at the 

mouth of Echo Canyon and stopped. 

Here we strike settlements. Summit 

County. Seventeen miles today.  

 

Wed. Aug. 23rd – It is one mile from 

the mouth of Echo Canyon to good 

grass. Southwest it is five miles from 

Weber (Weaber) to Coalville, five 

miles from Coalville to Damonal’s 

Station. We came to Danol’s Station 

for dinner. Twelve miles from 

Danol’s Station to the Park. We 

drove five miles past Danol’s Station 

and camped in the canyon along the 

(Dug Out) Dry Out) Road. Fifteen 

miles today.  

Thurs. Aug. 24th – It is five miles 

from the Park to Kimball’s Station. 

We passed the latter today and 

drove two miles to dinner. Four mile 

from Kimball’s Station to the 

Summit, six from the summit to 

Mountain Dale. We passed the latter 

today and came about a mile. No 

grass. Twenty three miles today. 

 

Fri. Aug. 25th – It is twelve miles 

from Mountain Dale to the Great 

Salt Lake City. We came by of Camp 

Douglas. Got to the camp at eleven 

o’clock. Laid by till evening. Went to 

(cammipay?) and drew rations. 

Camped here tonight. Ten miles 

today.  

 

Sat. Aug. 26th – Three miles from 

Camp Douglas to the City, two miles 

through the City and fifteen miles to 

the mountain west. We came to the 

City this morning and were detained 

till after noon. We then drove out to 

the point of the mountain. Twenty 

miles today. 

 

Sun. Aug. 27th – It is twenty miles 

from the mountain point to Twilla 

(Tooele) City, three from this city to 

the beaches. We visited the Salt 

Woks this morning and traded a 

horse for a mare then drove to the 

beaches and stopped. Twenty three 

miles today. 
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Mon. Aug. 28th – (9) miles from 

Twilla (Tooele) to Stockton. We 

drove to Stockton before breakfast 

and traded our wagon for a lighter 

one. Left Stockton at one o’clock and 

drove out fifteen miles and camped. 

Good grass and water. Twenty one 

miles today. 

 

Tues. Aug. 29th It is twenty miles 

from Stockton to Forter’s Station, 

eleven from Forter’s to Point 

Lookout. Point Lookout is at the 

head of (Rush)(Bush) Valley. Good 

grass here. Sixteen miles today. 

 

Wed. Aug. 30th – From Point 

Lookout to Government Springs is 

fifteen miles and from the spring to 

Indian Springs is ten miles. We 

drove six miles and left the 

Telegraph Road. Took the left hand 

drove to Government Springs to 

dinner, concluded to camp here. 

Good grass and water. Fifteen miles 

today. 

 

Thurs. Aug. 31st – We only drove 

about three miles this morning and 

found excellent grass, water and 

wood. Turned out and prepared 

(feed)(full) to cross the desert. Three 

miles today. 

 

Fri. Sept. 1st – It is seven miles from 

Government Springs to Indian 

Springs and ten miles from Indian 

Springs to River Bed Station and 

twelve from that to Dugway Station 

and eighteen on to Blackrock and 

eighteen from that to Fish Springs. 

We started on the Great American 

Desert at two P.M. and drove to 

Dugway Station and turned out. 

Twenty six miles today.  

 

Sat. Sept. 2nd – We started on  this 

A.M. and drove to Black Rock 

Station for dinner. Drove to the 

springs and unhitched two miles from 

the station. Twenty eight miles today. 

Grass and water poor. 

 

Sun. Sept. 3rd – From Fish Springs 

Station to (Boyd’s Station, fifteen) 

Willow Springs Station it is twenty 

five miles. We started on this 

morning. We reach Willow Springs 

Station after dark. Plenty grass and 

water here. Twenty seven miles today. 

 

Mon. Sept. 4th – We lay over today 

resting our horses at Willow Springs. 

 

Tues. Sept. 5th – We still laid over 

today preparing feeds, shoeing, etc. 

 

Wed. Sept. 6th – It is fourteen miles 

from Willow Springs to Cannion (sic) 

(Canyon?) Station and fifteen from 

that to Deep Creek Station. We drove 

eleven miles past Cannion and struck 

Deep Creek and camped. Twenty five 

miles today.  

 

Thurs. Sept. 7th – We drove two miles 

this morning and turned out. Only 

two miles today. 

 

Fri. Sept. 8th – We came past Deep 

Creek to Eight Mile Station and 

stopped. It snowed nearly all day. 

Very disagreeable. Grass and water. 

Eleven miles today. 

 

Sat. Sept 8th – It is twenty two miles 

from Eight Mile Station to Antelope. 

We came to the latter today. No grass, 

plenty water. Twenty two miles 

today.  

 

Sun. Spt. 10th –From Antelope to 

Spring Valley it is sixteen miles. We 

came to the latter today. Good grass 

and water. Plenty wood. Sixteen miles 

today. 

 

Mon. Sept. 11th From Spring  Valley 

to Shell Creek it is fourteen miles. 

We came to the latter today and 

shod our horses hind feet and 

camped. Fourteen miles today. 

Water and grass. 

 

Tues. Sept. 12th – It is eighteen miles 

from Shell Creek to Egan Canyon. 

We came to the latter today and 

camped. Crossed the Utah and 

Nevada line today and came into 

Lander County Nevada. Plenty 

water here. Grass in the hills either 

north or south.  

 

Wed. Sept. 13th – It is thirty miles 

from Egan to Mountain Spring (via 

Buttes). We left the stage road but 

followed the telegraph eight miles 

from Egan.  We came to the springs 

in the mountain eight miles from 

where the roads fork. Plenty good 

water. Good grass one half miles 

west the spring on side mountains. 

Sixteen miles today.  

 

Thurs. evening Sept. 14th – It is ten 

miles from Mountain Springs to Fort 

Ruby. We only drove out about two 

miles this evening. Good grass on 

side hills. We brought water from 

the station. Plenty good wood. 

Sixteen miles today. 

 

Fri. Sept. 15th – From Ruby to Jacob’s 

Well fourteen miles. We came to 

latter today. Plenty water. Grass in 

the mountains northwest. Twenty 

two miles toay. 

 

Sat. Sept. 16th – From Jacob’s Wells 

to Diamond Spring twelve miles. 

Grass on bottom. We left the Wells 

this morning and struck Diamond 

Mountain five miles from spring. A 

good spring at foot of mountain. 

Two miles to top of mountain. The 

worst hill from Mo,  (Missouri?) to 
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To Be Concluded in April 2012 Issue 

the Sierra Nevada Mountain. 

Twelve miles from Diamond 

Springs to Sulphur Springs. We 

came six miles past Diamond. Good 

road. Camped on a little (spring?) 

branch. Short grass. Eighteen miles 

today. 

 
[Editor’s Note: The following two items 
came from Sherry Kaseberg’s Sherman 
County Enews Oct. 2011] 
 

U.S. Census Bureau to 
Discontinue Data 

Collection for Statistical 
Compendia 

http://www.census.gov/compendia/stata

b/ 

  

The Statistical Abstract of the United 

States, published since 1878, is the 

authoritative and comprehensive 

summary of statistics on the social, 

political, and economic organization 

of the United States. 

  

Use the Abstract as a convenient 

volume for statistical reference and 

as a guide to sources of more 

information both in print and on the 

Web. Sources of data include the 

Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, Bureau of Economic 

Analysis, and many other Federal 

agencies and private organizations. 

  

The U.S. Census Bureau is 

terminating the collection of data for 

the Statistical Compendia program 

effective October 1, 2011. The 

Statistical Compendium program is 

comprised of the Statistical Abstract 

of the United States and its 

supplemental products - - the State 

and Metropolitan Area Data Book 

and the County and City Data Book. 

In preparation for the Fiscal Year 2012 

(FY 2012) budget, the Census Bureau 

did a comprehensive review of a 

number of programs and had to make 

difficult proposals to terminate and 

reduce a number of existing programs 

in order to acquire funds for higher 

priority programs. The decision to 

propose the elimination of this 

program was not made lightly. To 

access the most current data, please 

refer to the organizations cited in the 

source notes for each table of the 

Statistical Abstract. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Opinion: Obama: 1, 
Informed Public: 0 

~ The American Thinker by Randall Hoven 
  

"The Statistical Abstract of the United 

States, published since 1878, is the 

authoritative and comprehensive 

summary of statistics on the social, 

political, and economic organization 

of the United States." That is how the 

Abstract describes itself. Click on this 

New York Post infographic 

<http://www.nypost.com/rw/nypost/2

011/10/16/oped/web_photos/graph.jpg

>  to get a feel some of the data in the 

Abstract. 

  

I first encountered the Abstract in 1979 

while killing time in the college 

library. I was blown away. I had no 

idea such a thing existed: an entire 

book, a thick one, full of nothing but 

tables of data - relevant data. Instead 

of a little snippet or partial fact, the 

Abstract provided the whole context. 

You could find, for example, what the 

federal government actually spent, 

over history and in each category, in 

current dollars, inflation-adjusted 

dollars and as fractions of Gross 

Domestic Product. 

  

Your knowledge of the world no 

longer had to rely on what 20 

seconds CBS decided to quote from 

Senator X. 

  

Ben Wattenberg explained one of his 

books this way: "What I did in the 

book, as I've done in some earlier 

books, is say, 'Look, these arguments 

that we get into, be it about poverty, 

or race, or education, or infant 

mortality, or housing or whatever, 

people are ignoring the central 

numbers on these things.' You get 

the rhetoric of activists on either side 

and they are flailing around with 

this number or that number, but the 

reader, the observer, the participant 

rarely gets census reports, he doesn't 

get the reports from the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics, he doesn't sit down 

for a week with the statistical abstract 

of the United States, he doesn't get 

business indicators. So I designed 

125 little, sort of, pocket-size charts. I 

made them lean and mean and just 

run them in a simple column so 

people --because people can get a 

little turned off by too many 

numbers." 

  

I happen to be a person who is not 

turned off by too many numbers. In 

fact, I like looking things up myself, 

rather than relying on a middleman 

to interpret for me. I would spend 

hours at the library looking things 

up in the Abstract, since it could not 

be checked out. I spent countless 

nickels and dimes copying pages 

from it to take home for further 

analysis. One year I bought my own 

copy of the Abstract. They came out 

every year. 

  

Then came the internet. The Abstract 

was right at my fingertips! I could 

even download the tables directly in 

Excel and calculate to my heart's A family tree can wither 

if nobody tends its roots. 

http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.americanthinker.com/randall_hoven/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.nypost.com/rw/nypost/2011/10/16/oped/web_photos/graph.jpg
http://www.nypost.com/rw/nypost/2011/10/16/oped/web_photos/graph.jpg
http://www.nypost.com/rw/nypost/2011/10/16/oped/web_photos/graph.jpg
http://www.nypost.com/rw/nypost/2011/10/16/oped/web_photos/graph.jpg
http://www.booknotes.org/Watch/15600-1/Ben+Wattenberg.aspx
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content: averages, trends, comparing 

time periods, etc. 

  

Here is what I encountered on the 

web site of the Abstract this 

morning: 

"The U.S. Census Bureau is 

terminating the collection of data for 

the Statistical Compendia program 

effective October 1, 2011. The 

Statistical Compendium program is 

comprised of the Statistical Abstract 

of the United States and its 

supplemental products - - the State 

and Metropolitan Area Data Book 

and the County and City Data Book. 

In preparation for the Fiscal Year 

2012 (FY 2012) budget, the Census 

Bureau did a comprehensive review 

of a number of programs and had to 

make difficult proposals to 

terminate and reduce a number of 

existing programs in order to 

acquire funds for higher priority 

programs. The decision to propose 

the elimination of this program was 

not made lightly. To access the most 

current data, please refer to the 

organizations cited in the source 

notes for each table of the Statistical 

Abstract." 

  

Out of the $3.6 trillion the 

government spends, the Census 

Bureau thought the relative pennies 

it spends on collecting and 

disseminating data about the 

government itself and the country at 

large were among the most 

expendable. 

  

Almost no one wants to cut 

government spending as much as I 

do. Ron Paul made a good start. But 

if we live in a world where our 

federal government spends one of 

every four dollars, and regulates 

virtually every aspect of our lives 

and businesses, it is a matter of 

democracy that we have that data. If 

government ever gets out of the 

business of trying to engineer the 

economy and society, I can relax 

about the Abstract. But that is not the 

world we live in now. 

  

At the very moment our government 

is trying to do more than ever, it is 

informing us less than ever. 

  

When our President is intent on 

spreading the wealth, it is imperative 

that we have an idea of how that 

wealth is actually spread, how much 

the government already takes, etc. If 

someone says the rich pay lower tax 

rates than their secretaries, how will 

we be able to check that? 

  

I've been worried about this for some 

time: the government would start 

either manipulating the data or hiding 

it altogether. Eliminating the Abstract 

is not just a matter of crimping the 

mirth of data hobbyists like me; it is 

ominous. It is hiding the truth. It is 

Soviet-like. It is a short step from 

airbrushing people out of photos. The 

Abstract has been around for 133 

years, or about a century longer than 

the Department of Education has. 

  

It is not often (I would say never) that 

you will find me agreeing with Paul 

Krugman and Ezra Klein. But on this, 

saving the Abstract, I'm with them. 

You can also read what Robert 

Samuelson had to say about it 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opin

ions/dont-kill-americas-

databook/2011/08/21/gIQAGJwBVJ_st

ory.html?hpid=z5. *“If you want to 

know something about America, there are 

few better places to start than the 

“Statistical Abstract of the United 

States.” Published annually by the 

Census Bureau, the Stat Abstract 

assembles about 1,400 tables describing 

our national condition. What share of 

children are immunized against measles, 

mumps and rubella? Answer: 92 

percent. What state has the highest 

disposable per capita income? Answer: 

Connecticut, 33 percent above the 

national average. How big is the 

nation’s network of oil pipelines? 

Answer: 147,000 miles, about triple the 

length of the Interstate Highway System 

(46,751 miles).”+ 

 I read their warnings, but did not 

take them seriously. I thought the 

Abstract would be saved, when push 

came to shove. But it is now October 

18. The Census Bureau terminated 

data collection October 1. It has 

already happened. This is not good. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Preserving Your Family 
Collections 

By Judy Lucey, NEHGS Archivist 
 
Congratulations to the many of you 

who rescued your family collections 

from basements in the wake of 

Hurricane Irene! You have taken the 

first step toward safe-guarding your 

family treasures. As archivist of the 

NEHGS Special Collections, I see 

every day the damage done to 

family collections when improperly 

stored. Basements, attics, garages, 

and barns are not the places to store 

your family materials. Not only are 

these locations vulnerable during 

natural disaster, they are also prone 

to extreme fluctuations in 

temperature and humidity which 

can cause long term damage to 

materials. 

 

I like to think of preserving one's 

family treasures as a series of steps. 

Removing them from harm's way is 

the first. The next is placing them in 

a clean, dry, insect free area. Often 

an interior room in your home that 

http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/22/save-the-statistical-abstract/
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/22/save-the-statistical-abstract/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/save-the-stats/2011/08/12/gIQATl48WJ_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-kill-americas-databook/2011/08/21/gIQAGJwBVJ_story.html?hpid=z5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-kill-americas-databook/2011/08/21/gIQAGJwBVJ_story.html?hpid=z5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-kill-americas-databook/2011/08/21/gIQAGJwBVJ_story.html?hpid=z5
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-kill-americas-databook/2011/08/21/gIQAGJwBVJ_story.html?hpid=z5
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s0188.pdf
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s0188.pdf
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s0681.pdf
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s1124.pdf
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/2011/tables/11s1087.pdf
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does not experience large 

fluctuations in temperature is your 

best bet. Make sure you keep the 

materials away from any heat or 

water source. Light is also damaging 

to materials and can accelerate 

deterioration. If you like to display 

family photographs or documents, 

you may want to consider 

displaying copies instead of 

originals. If you do choose to 

display originals, place them in a 

hallway or another area of the house 

away from light sources.  

Before purchasing archival supplies, 

your next step should be to identify 

what you have, assess the condition, 

and begin to organize your 

materials. As you review your 

papers, do you notice rust from old 

paper clips or other metal fasteners? 

If so, remove these carefully as rust 

can spread and damage documents. 

Remove items such as elastic bands 

and pins. Unfold and store flat 

letters and paper documents as they 

can begin to separate along the 

folds. Do you see any signs of mold 

or insect damage? You may want to 

consult a professional conservator 

for more serious damage. Not sure 

how to organize your family 

research? Well, you could do what 

an archivist does. Start by 

organizing your papers by surname 

and, within each family, keep 

documents created by or about an 

individual together. Organize letters 

by recipient and place them in 

chronological order. Keep your 

family charts, group sheets, and 

compiled genealogies at the 

beginning of each family group. 

 

When you are ready to purchase 

archival supplies, buy from vendors 

specializing in archival supplies - 

and beware of the term "acid-free." If 

an item is "acid-free" but makes no 

mention of containing a buffering 

agent (a chemical which neutralizes 

acid) its long term preservation is 

uncertain. It will become acidic over 

time. The materials you want to 

purchase should be "lignin-free" or 

"acid-free with a buffering agent." 

Items handled frequently should be 

placed in enclosures made of Mylar or 

polypropylene, not plastic! Don't 

forget to label your folders and boxes 

using a soft lead pencil. 
 
By taking the right steps today you will 
ensure long term preservation of your 
materials for you and for future 
generations. 
 

From NEHGS The Weekly Genealogist 
9-22-11 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Social Security 
Administration Removing 
Names from Public Death 

Master File (aka SSDI) 
By Kimberly Powell, About.com Guide   

December 12, 2011 

A fairly quiet change made by the U.S. 

Social Security Administration (SSA) 

last month will greatly impact the 

amount of information publicly 

available in the SSA's Death Master 

File, a file of all deaths reported to 

SSA from sources other than States 

beginning around 1936 (the online 

version includes deaths from 1962). 

While recent legislation introduced by 

Rep. Sam Johnson (R-Texas) -- the 

"Keeping IDs Safe Act of 2011" (aka 

KIDS Act) -- aims to remove all public 

access to the Death Master File (aka 

SSDI), there are already changes in the 

works that will keep as many as 1 

million of the  2.8 million deaths 

expected by the SSA next year out of 

the public Death Master File, a 

reduction of almost 36 percent.  

 

Upcoming 
Events 

Jan. 12, 2012 
1:00 PM – Discovery Center 
Monthly Meeting 

The Genealogy Jar – see article 

Feb. 11, 2012 
1:00 PM – Discovery Center 
Monthly Meeting 

History in Photo Collections – 
Henry Balsiger from White Salmon  

Mar. 10, 2012 
1:00 PM – Discovery Center 
Event name 

Member Terri Earl shares what 
she learned in a genealogy course  

March 18, 2012 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon 
2505 S.E. 11th Ave., Suite B-18, 
Portland, OR 
How to Find German Towns and 

Ancestral Villages 

Jewell Lorentz Dunn, MBA  

April 21, 2012 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon 
2505 S.E. 11th Ave., Suite B-18, 
Portland, OR 
4 Topics by  J. Mark Lowe, CG, 
FUGA 
 
May 12, 2011 
La Quinta Inn &Suites, 1425 East 
27th St, Tacoma.  
Tacoma-Pierce County 
Genealogical Society 

 “Genealogy Meets 
Technology,"  
Speakers Cyndi Howells and Emily 
Aulicino.  

May 19, 2012 
McEachern Auditorium, 2700 
24th Ave East, Seattle. 
Seattle Genealogical Society 
Spring 2012 Seminar 
Featuring George G. Morgan, from 
"The Genealogy Guys."  

 

 

 
 

Continued on page 13 

http://genealogy.about.com/bio/Kimberly-Powell-5227.htm
http://ssa-custhelp.ssa.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/149/~/online-availability-of-ssa%27s-death-master-file
http://ssa-custhelp.ssa.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/149/~/online-availability-of-ssa%27s-death-master-file
http://ssa-custhelp.ssa.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/149/~/online-availability-of-ssa%27s-death-master-file
http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/2011/11/25/why-closing-the-ssdi-is-a-bad-idea/
http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/2011/11/25/why-closing-the-ssdi-is-a-bad-idea/
http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/2011/11/25/why-closing-the-ssdi-is-a-bad-idea/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/vital_records/a/ssdi.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/vital_records/a/ssdi.htm
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2505+S.E.+11th+Ave,+portland,+or&z=15
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=2505+S.E.+11th+Ave,+portland,+or&z=15
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Mid-Columbia Genealogical Resources 

Family History Centers 
The Dalles FHC     Goldendale FHC  Hood River FHC     Stevenson FHC 

1504 East 15th St     N. Columbus Ave. & McKinley 18th & May St.      Maple Way & Loop Rd. 
West Entrance, basement    P.O.  Box 109           
The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620  Hood River, OR 97031     Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 541-298- 5815    Phone: 509-773-3824  Phone: 541-386-3539     Phone 509-427-5927 
Director: Chris Knowland    Director Ed Hoyle  Director: Noretta Hornbeck   Director: Emerline Andrews 
Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.    Open: Tue., Wed. 10:00 – 4:00 Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.     Open: Wed. 1:00 – 3:00 p.m 
10:30 a.m to 8:30 p.m.    Thur. 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.                Thur. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Libraries  

The Dalles – Wasco County    William G. Dick     Maupin 

722 Court Street      The Discovery Ctr. & Wasco Co. Museum    P.O. Box 462 
The Dalles, OR 97058     5000 Discovery Road      Maupin, OR 97037 
Phone: 541-296-2815     The Dalles, OR 97058      Phone: 541-395-2208 
Hours: Mon.,Tue.,Wed.,Thur. 10 – 8:30 p.m.  Phone: 541-296-8600 ext. 219     E-Mail: SWCLibrary@centurytel.net 
            Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.      Hours: M-W-F 11-3 or by appointment 
            Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    E-Mail: library@gorgediscovery.org  
 

        Hood River County 

         502 State Street 
         Hood River, OR 97031 
         Phone: 541-386-2535 
         New Hours: Tues., Wed., Thur.  
      10:00 a.m.  – 7:00 p.m. 
      Fri. & Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Fort Vancouver Regional 

Goldendale    White Salmon Valley   Stevenson 

131 W. Burgen St.   5 Town & Country Square   120 NW Vancouver Ave. 
Goldendale, WA 98620   White Salmon, WA 98672   Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 509-773-4487   Phone: 509-493-1132   Phone: 509-427-5471 
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Hours: Tue. 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Hours: Tue.-Wed. 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
     Wed. – Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Thur.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
Other 
Dufur Historical Society  Wamic Hist. Society Wasco Co. Hist. Society     Klickitat Co. Hist. Society 

P.O. Box 462       P.O. Box 806  300 W. 13th      127 W. Broadway 
Dufur, OR 97021       Wamic, OR 9706  The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620 
dufurhist@ortelco.net     541-296-1867     509-773-4303 
 
Sherman Co. Hist. Museum Hood River Co. Mus. Gorge Heritage Mus.  Col. Gorge Interpretive Mus. 

200 Dewey St.   300 E. Port Marina. Dr. 202 E. Humboldt   990 SW Rock Cr. Dr. 
Moro, OR 97039   Hood River. OR 97031 Bingen, WA 98605  Stevenson, WA 98648 
541-565-3232   541-386-6722  509-493-3228   509-427-8211 
 
Fort Dalles Museum  Hutson Museum  Cascade Locks Hist. Mus. Presby Museum  

W 15th St. & Garison  4967 Baseline Dr. 1 NW Portage Rd   127 West Broadway 
The Dalles, OR 97058  Parkdale, OR 97041 Cascade Locks, OR 97014  Goldendale, WA 98620 
541-296-4547   541-352-6808  541-374-8535   509-773-4303 

 

mailto:library@gorgediscovery.org
mailto:dufurhist@ortelco.net
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SOCIETY SURNAME INDEX REFERENCE 
 
The society’s Surname Index Reference provides an aid to researchers visiting our local libraries. A browse through the book 
will quickly determine if there is a member of our society who is researching the same surname(s) as the visiting researcher.  
The Surname Book is in the Genealogy section of The Dalles/Wasco County Public Library, Hood River County Library,  
Sherman County Library and the Fort Vancouver Regional Library branches in Goldendale, White Salmon and Stevenson.  
 
The first 54 pages contain an alphabetical listing of 644 surnames and over 1800 individuals. Most individuals have birth 
and/or death dates and locations given. 
 
The last two pages assign a code to each of the 68 members or past members who submitted their pedigree chart from which 
the surname and individual listings were taken. The middle section of the book lists the individuals by the code for the person 
that submitted the information. This enables a researcher to follow up with a member if a connection with a listed individual is 
discovered.  
 

 

Your Dues are Past Due (if you haven’t already paid) 

Individual: $15 per year - Family: $20 per year 
 

NAME(s):______________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________ 
 

CITY:_________________ST:___ ZIP:________________ 
 

EMAIL:_____________________ 
 

PHONE:____________________ 
 

Clip and Mail To:  
 

Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society C/O The Dalles/Wasco Co Public Library 
722 Court St.       The Dalles, OR 97058 

 

In addition, the SSA plans to remove about 4.8 million names from the historical SSDI. 

The names that will no longer be included in, or will be removed from, the Death Master File are those where the 

only source of death information was a State record of death. The change, according to the SSA, went into effect 

November 1, 2011: 

"We began disclosing certain state records on the Public DMF in 2002. After review of the Public DMF,  we have determined 

that we can no longer disclose protected State records.  Section 205(r) of the Social Security Act prohibits SSA from disclosing 

State death records we receive through our contracts with the States, except in limited circumstances.  Therefore, we cannot 

legally share those State records on the Public DMF." 

This change may help to explain Virginia's recent announcement (also effective November 1) that it would no 

longer allow Virginia's death records to be included in the SSDI. 

These deaths, for the most part, are still being recorded in the Death Master File - but will no longer be available in 

the public version of this file -- the one we have all come to rely on in our genealogical research. I wonder if this 

change also had any bearing on Ancestry.com's removal of the free SSDI index from RootsWeb? Free, fairly recent, 

online versions of the SSDI are still available from FamilySearch.org, GenealogyBank and AmericanAncestors.org, 

among others. Ancestry.com is also no longer displaying social security numbers for individuals who have died 

within the past 10 years, according to their database description. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/title02/0205.htm
http://services.dlas.virginia.gov/User_db/frmView.aspx?ViewId=2589
http://services.dlas.virginia.gov/User_db/frmView.aspx?ViewId=2589
http://searches.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ssdi.html
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://hr-search-api:8080/searchapi/search/collection/1202535
http://www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/ssdi/
http://www.americanancestors.org/Search.aspx?Ca=344&Da=269
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3693
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Old Recipe For Washing Clothes  
Years ago an Alabama grandmother gave the new bride this following recipe. It was found in an old scrapbook. 

This is a copy just as it was written – with spelling errors and all. 

Washing Clothes       

 

Build fire in backyard to heat kettle of rainwater. Set tubs so smoke won’t blow in eyes if wind is pert. Shave one 

hole cake of lie soap in boilin water. Sort things, make 3 piles: 

1 pile white - 1 pile colored - 1 pile work britches and rags. 

 

To make starch, stir flour in cool water to smooth - then thin down with boiling water. Take white things, rub dirty 

spots on board, scrub hard, and boil, then rub colored - don’t boil just wrench and starch. Take things out of kettle 

with broom stick handle, Then wrench, and starch. Hang old rags on fence. Spread tea towels on grass. Pore 

wrench water in flower bed. Scrub porch with hot soapy water. 

Turn tubs upside down. Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair combs. Brew cup of tea, sit and rock a spell 

and count your blessings. (for you non-southerners – wrench means rinse.) 

 

For those of us who take our modern day conveniences for granted:      

Paste this over your washer and dryer. Next time when you think things are bleak.   

Read it again, kiss that washing machine and dryer.      

And give thanks! First thing each morning you should run and hug your washer and dryer.  

 

My wonderful husband just gave me a brand new dryer for my birthday ~ ‚20 feet of clothesline and a bunch of 

clothespins.‛         Source Unknown 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 


