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In place of my usual quarterly update 
I am utilizing this space to recap the 
program I presented at the April 
meeting.  I am the first to admit that I 
did a confusing job of exploring a 
topic that is very personal for me.  
The title should have been more like 
WHO’S YOUR FAMILY and small 
discussion groups would have been 
a better format for this sensitive topic.  
I want to thank those who 
participated in the program.  It was 
an interesting experience for all of us. 
 
As genealogy researchers we 
weave our collection of ancestors 
through a series of contexts we call 
history.  We name the resulting 
hybrid of our efforts our family 
history.  We regularly use our 
knowledge of other disciplines to add 
details and understanding to the mix.  
I loosely call them the -ologies, from 
geology to theology, to mathematics, 
to geography.   If you preface each of 
the examples with the study of, the 
idea should fall into place.  This is  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
one reason a genealogist will tell you 
that by studying an individual family 
one can vastly broadened the 
knowledge of history and those other 
disciplines.  This is the easy part and 
what makes research fun. 
What makes our research 
challenging is much less straight 
forward and involves how we see 
our relationships and how we define 
family.  We not only have to decide 
how to proceed with our research, 
but whom to research.  This sounds 
like a no-brainer and in a perfect 
world, it probably is.  We choose 
from tracking bloodlines, direct lines, 
male/female lines, a particular 
surname, or everyone on our tree.  
Every piece fits neatly into the 
puzzle as we locate it.  In reality 
most of our families include 
relationship anomalies that just don’t 
fit easily into the puzzle or the 
standard relationship charts.   We 
have to decide how to deal with 
adoptions,     foster      relationships,  
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GWEN (GOFF) 
SCHATZ 

  
I was raised in a small town in 
Iowa (pop. 650 people). My 
father was an only child & only 
grandchild. His aunt lived to be 
almost 104 years old, & she 
got me started with my being 
interested in our family tree. 
She gave me information on 
both sides of my father’s 
family. My mother just had one 
brother (he is 91 years old & 
lives in southern CA) & he 
gave me family tree 
information….mostly on my 
grandmother’s side of the 
family. 
  
I moved from Iowa in 1972 
(with my ex-husband) to 
Philomath, OR, & then to 
Scappoose in 1974. I worked 
as a bank officer for many 
years. When I became single 
again, I worked in Bandon, & 
Salem. I met my present 
husband, Bruce, while working 
in Salem at the community 
college. We got married over 
20 years ago,& I moved back 
to the Scappoose area, where 
we lived until 2002,when he 
retired as a truck driver & 
moved to The Dalles. We like 
The Dalles, as it still feels like a 
small town….with lots of 
friendly people. I met Karen 
Polehn last year in my exercise 
class & she motivated me to 
finally join the genealogy club 
in Sept. I am looking forward to 
getting my family tree  
 
 
 
 
 

information organized, as I have 
a niece that now wants the 
information. 
 
I enjoy meeting new people, trips  
to the beach (Newport, OR), & 
writing to people on my 
computer. We hope to get back 
to Iowa this fall, as I have a class 
reunion, & hope to visit family & 
friends in the area. We have 
found that buying & selling 
homes has become a project for 
us, since we moved to The 
Dalles. It is one way to make 
some extra money, & we have 
lived in 3 different homes since 
2002, & have our present house 
up for sale. It also makes me get 
rid of extra things from the house 
that I do not seem to need. We 
like fixing up the homes & getting 
them ready to sell. 
  
 
 
 

SANDY BISSET 
 

I’m a western Oregonian by birth 
and a ―drylander‖ by longevity, 
but, almost totally a product of 
immigrant ancestors. My father 
was born in Sweden and raised 
in Canada.  My mother’s 
maternal side came to Illinois 
from the Netherlands in the late 
nineteenth century.  Thanks to 
my mother’s father, I can lay 
claim to ancestors who came 
from England in about 1630, 
settled early Connecticut, served 
in the Revolutionary War, took 
part in multiple migrations across 
this country, married Canadians 
who came from Scotland, and 
who farmed, preached, smithed,  
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soldiered, and struggled for 
survival on various frontiers 
along the way.    
My interest in all of this goes 
back over thirty years, with 
may fits and starts in between 
– as marriage, career, and 
child rearing allowed, but to be 
honest my interest in history 
goes back to childhood.  I 
wanted a coon skin cap so 
badly when Fess Parker 
popularized Davy Crockett.  
My first research involved my 
husband’s family which came 
across the plains from 
Missouri in 1846 and 1852.  
My romantic notions of 
immigration were quickly 
dashed by mention of death in 
childbirth and cholera.   
 
Research aids were carbon 
paper and stamped self 
addressed envelopes, time 
was seen in weeks and 
months, and success was very 
dependent on kind 
researchers who were willing 
to copy, abstract, and send out 
information.  Abstracted 
source materials by genealogy 
groups were highly prized and 
membership in a in a family 
research society complete with 
newsletters was a godsend.  
Amazingly with no internet, no 
scanners, no photocopiers, 
and no quick, easy, cheap way 
to research or duplicate, a 
wealth of information was 
amassed. 
 
Since retirement I have been 
able to spend more time 
researching my family history, 
in addition to researching, 
writing, and doing 
presentations on local 
historical subjects.  I’m 
involved in a number of 

historical organizations as well 
as Columbia Gorge 
Genealogical Society, which I 
have belonged to irregularly 
since the mid 1970’s.  
In real life I’m a wife, mother, 
and grandmother with all that 
entails; I’m a concocter of 
projects; and above all I never 
cease to be curious about new 
things.  I overbook, overload, 
overwork, and - well, I 
occasionally take time to smell 
the roses.  XX 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What the Census Said 

About Us...in 1870 

Radical Cartography has 
published dozens of stunning 
charts and maps that illustrate 
much of the data in the 1870 U.S. 
census. You can view small 
versions of the maps and charts 
on your screen or download much 
larger images as ZIP files and 
then view them offline at your 
leisure. 

The 1870 census was the first 
statistical census of the United 
States. Earlier efforts focused 
mostly on the names and the total 
number of inhabitants. The 1870 
census asked many more 
questions and those answers 
were tabulated to provide an 
interesting statistical picture of a 
fast-growing country that was full 
of immigrants. 

54 maps and charts are available, 
reproduced from the Statistical 
Atlas of the United States as 
published in 1874. You can view 
the images on your computer 
screen; click on an image to see a 

larger version. Instructions are also 
provided to download even larger 
images.  

You can see the Statistical Atlas of 
the United States at 
http://www.radicalcartography.ne
t/index.html?9thcensus 

From Dick Eastman’s Online Newsletter 
March 18, 2010 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Two sources for 

Historical Photographs 
By Jim Bull 

I have received a couple of emails 
from a friend that have some great 
pictures of Iwo Jima in World War II 
and the Civil War.  If you have 
ancestors that were involved I urge 
you to check out the sites.  Many of 
the people are identified by name. 
 
First, a compendium of photos from 
the Civil War era, taken mostly by 
the North.  Probably a million wet 
plate photos were made during the 
civil war on glass plate.  Popular 
during the war, they lost their appeal 
afterwards and many were sold for 
the glass.  Some were used in green 
houses, and over the years the sun 
caused the images to disappear.  
These are pretty amazing 
considering they were taken up to 
150 years ago. 
Run the cursor over the photograph 
and the picture caption will pop up. 
Click photo to enlarge.  Click on the 
link below or copy and paste it into 
the address box of your web 
browser.   

"Original Civil War Pictures"  
http://www.mikelynaugh.com/Virt
ualCivilWar/New/Originals2/index
.html 

For military history buffs - Iwo Jima 
photographs that you have most 
likely never viewed. 
http://picasaweb.google.com/7thfight
er/IwoJima?authkey=Gv1sRgCIW06 
db_6oth&feat=email#slideshow/529
9163150448181842 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Continued  from page 2 
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The author of a new book on 

Oregon's little-remembered disaster 

finds some enduring truths while 

researching the tragedy. 

By Joann Byrd  

The Heppner Flood is the most 
deadly natural disaster in 
Northwest history. Even so, few 
people know about the flash flood 
that raged through the Eastern 
Oregon farming community of 
Heppner, Ore., on a hot Sunday 
afternoon in June 1903. 

Some 238 people lost their lives 
that day — about one Heppner 
person in five. Another seven 
died that autumn because the 
floodwaters had poisoned the 
drinking water in two communities 
downstream. Though many have 
reported the flood was caused by 
a dam break — a logical 
assumption given the ferocious 
water — it was the result of a 
typically severe spring 
thunderstorm.  

Actually, it's not surprising many 
of us have never heard of the 
flood: Heppner is a rural 
community, known for its St. 
Patrick's Day celebration and its 
August rodeo, but not on the way 
to many other places. And within 
a few years after the disaster, 
residents of Morrow County had 
pretty much stopped talking about 
it. In those days, people weren't 
inclined to ruminate about what 
they were powerless to change. 
The survivors and those who 
came to help with cleanup 
probably were trying to shake 
every one of their June 1903 
memories; it would have been 
unseemly to remind a person who 
might be succeeding.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1970s and early '80s, 
Heppner residents were required 
to think and speak of the flood 
because local citizens, the Corps 
of Engineers, and the U.S. Senate 
were considering a flood-control 
dam (completed 80 years after the 
flood). But otherwise, over the 
years, it didn't often come up.  

There was no monument, save 
individual gravestones up in 
Heppner Masonic Cemetery. 
There was no way a visitor would 
know, driving through town, that 
the center of Heppner was 
hallowed ground.  

My father, born in Heppner 14 
years after the flood and reared 
there to adulthood, mentioned it 
once, literally in passing. His 
mother volunteered a 10-second 
report one day when we were 
working in her garden on the bank 
of once-murderous Willow Creek.  

The reticence ended 99 years 
after the flood, when the 
children and grandchildren of 
the victims and the survivors 
decided to commemorate the 
tragedy on its 100th anniversary, 
June 14, 2003. Reading about the 
centennial observance, I finally 
grasped the fact that nearly 250 
people had died. My journalistic 
instincts compelled me to find out 
who these people were and why 
they died. Researching and telling 
this story has been my mission for 
five years. The result is  Calamity: 
The Heppner Flood of 1903, 
published in August by the 
University of Washington Press.  

Though the Heppner Flood isn't 
well known today, it was, 
thankfully, well known and deeply 
felt throughout the Northwest in 
the days and weeks after it  

 

 

 

 

happened. The generosity of the 
people of the Northwest is truly the 
antidote to the disaster. The people 
of Seattle, Kent, Tacoma, Olympia, 
Port Townsend, and Everett made 
substantial contributions, as did the 
citizens of many other towns in 
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, 
and even people and communities 
across the county.  

Others — maybe a thousand others 
— went to Heppner to help with the 
dreadful cleanup. Many had to walk 
17 miles, or later, only nine miles, 
from where the functioning railroad 
track ended. And then the 
unthinkable work began:  

The workers' main task was to find 
and extricate bodies from the drifts 
of debris that stretched over nine 
miles down the Willow Creek valley. 
Men and women also helped wash 
the bodies over tin bathtubs in the 
second-story room that became the 
morgue. They hauled away 
wagonloads of the foul mud and 
slime that covered the landscape. 
Under a hot sun, workers toiled 
dawn to dark in temperatures 
around 94 degrees. They slept in 
outhouses, haystacks, lean-tos, and 
under trees. They were paid $2 a 
day, and many returned their wages 
to the Heppner relief committee.  

The Heppner Flood is, yes, a story 
of nature vs. human beings, with 
the human spirit, community, and 
tenacity to the rescue. But two more 
universal themes emerged from the 
letters, memoirs, newspaper stories, 
maps, reports, and photos that 
combine to tell this story.  

The first is: Even the smallest acts 
have consequences.  

In the decades and months before 
the Heppner Flood, independent 

[Ed. Note: The following appeared in the Oct. 16, 2009 edition of Crosscut. Reprinted with permission.] 

Calamity: Timeless lessons from the 1903 Heppner Flood 
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people made a multitude of 
changes to the environment 
around the creeks flowing into the 
town. Most of those apparently 
harmless acts were minor, 
gradual, routine; even the larger 
uses of the land — such as 
overgrazing or tilling the fields — 
were so common that no one 
thought twice about them. But the 
unintended consequences of 
these changes added up, 
enabling this storm to kill 245 
people. Most of the victims were 
caught inside the homes they had 
built on the banks of those 
streams.  

After the flood, thousands of 
dollars, hours of labor and 
gestures of 
kindness 
accumulated 
to lift 
Heppner 
from the 
disaster. 
Nearly half 
the 
donations to 
the Heppner 
Relief 
Committee 
were of $10 
or less — 
many of 
them in 
pennies. A 
benefit 
baseball 
game in 
Seattle 
collected $150 (in 2007 dollars, 
about $3,500). The Olympia 
Theater Company sent Heppner 
$105.25 — likely the proceeds 
from a benefit performance (and 
worth about $2,442 in 2007). The 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
sponsored a fund drive that 
brought Heppner $1,331.35 (in 
2007, more than $42,000).  

Over the century since the 
disaster, thousands of small 
cautionary measures together 
have armed Heppner to resist 
another deadly flash flood.  

The other lesson from the 
Heppner Flood is about 
fortitude. Everyone in Heppner 
lost someone. Some lost 
everyone. Ed Ashbaugh returned 
from a business trip to Portland to 
learn that the flood had taken his 
wife, all seven of their children, his 
sister and her husband and three 
children, another nephew, an 
aunt, and two cousins. The water 
also destroyed his house and 
everything in it. Dan Stalter's wife, 
Samantha, and six of their 
children perished. When Stalter 
struggled up from the swirling 
current, he found 9-year-old Lizzie 
clinging to his neck, miraculously 
alive.  

 

Still, people got up the morning 
after the Heppner Flood and went 
to work, even if they did not know 
if their families were dead or alive. 
And they kept on working and 
living their lives despite their grief.  

Studies of resilience say the 
people most likely to rebound from 
terrible loss and trauma are self-
reliant, optimistic people who have 
confidence that they can cope — 
probably because they have done 

so before. In this era, premature 
death was expected: John 
Woodward's wife, Clara Hale 
Woodward, died in the flood after 
mournful years in which the couple 
had endured the deaths of five 
children.  

Many survivors of the Heppner 
Flood had already buried a spouse, 
children and friends. We can hope 
so much experience with sorrow 
helped them adjust to the horrific 
losses of June 14, 1903.  

The first floor of the Ayers house 
was torn away as floodwaters 
carried the house more than a block 
and dumped the second story 
against a pile of debris. Tom Ayers 

had the 
top story 
and its 

cupola 
moved to 
the east 
bank of 

Willow 
Creek, 

where it 
became 

a one-
story 

home for 
Tom and 
his wife, 
Eliza.  

Joann 
Byrd 

retired 
from 

journalism 
in 2003 

after 47 years in newspapers including 
the East Oregonian in Pendleton, Ore., 
the Spokane Daily Chronicle, The Herald 
in Everett, the Washington Post, and the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, where she 
was editor of the editorial page. 
Information about her book readings is 
available at her Facebook page. To read 
more about or order Calamity, visit 
University of Washington Press. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I only do genealogy on days 
that end in “y”.   

Author unknown. 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bert Sigsbee photo, courtesy Christopher 
Sigsbee George 
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About the FGS 
The Federation of Genealogical 
Societies links the genealogical 
community by: 

 serving the needs of its 
member societies 

 providing products and 
services needed by 
member societies 

 marshaling the 
resources of its member 
organizations 

FGS was founded in 1976 and 
represents the members of 
hundreds of genealogical 
societies. A detailed history can 
be found at 
http://fgs.org/about/history.php.  

FGS links the genealogical 
community by helping 
genealogical societies 
strengthen and grow. To do 
this, FGS publishes FORUM 
magazine, filled with articles 
pertaining to society 
management and genealogical 
news. FGS also publishes an 
extensive series of Society 
Strategy Papers, covering 
topics about effectively 
operating a genealogical 
society. 

FGS also links the genealogical 
community through its annual 
conference -- four days of 
excellent lectures, including one 
full day devoted to society 
management topics. 

CGGS has been a member of 
FGS for many years. President 
Sandy receives The Voice 
monthly. For more information 
about FGS go to the main site 
http://fgs.org.  

 

The Free Library 
(http://www.thefreelibrary.com/)  

 
By Jim Bull 

 
In March I received the 
following note from Georga 
Foster:   
Jim,   I ran across this 
website and thought you 
might want to write an article 
about it in the newsletter. 
It’s called The Free Library. 
It’s a genealogists dream. It 
contains newspaper articles 
and literature about 
everything. Many newspapers 
have published local history 
stories and you can find many 
here. It contains new and old 
about every subject possible. 
Take a look and let me know 
what you think. I am putting a 
link to it on the blog.    Georga 
 
Here is the introductory 
paragraph from their web site. 
Since 2003, The Free Library 
has offered free, full-text 
versions of classic literary 
works from hundreds of 
celebrated authors, whose 
biographies, images, and 
famous quotations can also be 
found on the site. Recently, The 
Free Library has been expanded 
to include a massive collection 
of periodicals from hundreds of 
leading publications covering 
Business and Industry, 
Communications, 
Entertainment, Health, 
Humanities, Law, Government, 
Politics, Recreation and 
Leisure, Science and 
Technology, and Social 
Sciences. This collection 

includes millions of articles 
dating back to 1984 as well as 
newly-published articles that 
are added to the site daily. 

The Free Library is an 
invaluable research tool and the 
fastest, easiest way to locate 
useful information on virtually 
any topic. Explore the site 
through a keyword search, or 
simply browse the enormous 
collection of literary classics 
and up-to-date periodicals to 
find exactly what you need. 
The site asks you to register but 
it is free. I have not had 
occasion to use the site as yet 
but you may want to try doing a 
search on a topic you are 
working on to see if one of the 
nearly 20 million books/articles 
they have on file will strike pay 
dirt. Good sleuthing! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Old Postcards 
What did your town look like, 

according to Penny Postcards?  
 
Here is a site to see if your 

old stomping grounds were 

captured during the times of 

the penny postcard.  The 

price was raised to 2 cents on 

January 1,1952. First go to 

http://www.usgwarchives.org/

special/ppcs/ppcs.html. Then   

click on the state and then on 

the county name to see old 

penny postcards from that 

area . . . pretty neat.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Some Oregon Trail overland 

lists are now posted at: 
http://www.condortales.co

m/newgenealogy.html  

http://fgs.org/about/history.php
http://fgs.org/
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/
http://www.usgwarchives.org/special/ppcs/ppcs.html
http://www.usgwarchives.org/special/ppcs/ppcs.html
http://www.condortales.com/newgenealogy.html
http://www.condortales.com/newgenealogy.html
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Monument Dedication 
Report: 

By Renee Briggs 
  
The weather cooperated and it didn’t 
rain on the close to 40 people who 
came out for the Memorial Day 
ceremony.  Sandy Bisset welcomed 
the audience and introduced the 
members of the VFW-American 
Legion Color Guard. Dick Fadness, 
VFW Post Commander 

  
said a prayer and read a statement 
about the two veterans who are buried 
at the Pioneer Cemetery; Jonathan W. 
Hammond, a Wisconsin infantryman 
during the Civil War, and Michael W. 
Dimon, a veteran of the Indian Wars.  
Pat Lucas of the VFW Auxiliary and 
Vandee Mauser of the American 
Legion placed a wreath at the base of 
the new monument. 

 
 
Earline Wasser who had worked on 
this project so tirelessly for many 
years prepared a speech about the 
history of the cemetery.  Earline was 
unable to attend the dedication, but 
her speech was read by Renee 
Briggs. 

 
Bob McNary from The Dalles Historic 
Landmarks Commission spoke about 
future plans of the cemetery and 
keeping it properly maintained.  He 
recently planted hens and chicks near 
the entrance. 
 

 
 
Sandy Bisset turned over ownership 
of the new monument to The Dalles 
City Councilors, Brian Aheir, Dan 
Spatz and Carolyn Wood.  Each of 
them spoke a few words and thanked 
the Columbia Gorge Genealogical 
Society for all their work and 
dedication in preserving this historic 
cemetery. 
 

 
 
Sandy spoke about the lone grave of 
Joseph Brown who was a Jewish man 
who had been buried in the Jewish 
cemetery that used to be located just 
west of the Pioneer Cemetery.  Mr. 
Brown’s grave is located just outside 
the cemetery fence near the sign for 
the Columbia Gorge Community 
College.  The other graves of the 
Jewish Cemetery were removed in the 
1920’s to make way for a road. 
 
After the ceremony, a gathering was 
hosted by the Original Wasco County 
Courthouse.  Cookies, coffee, and tea 
were served.  And it started raining. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Earline Wasser at new monument. 

Reverse Side of Monument 

Dennis Davis displays photo of his 
ancestor Alby Bunnell 

Congratulations Fred! 
Our VP Fred Henchell was recently 
recognized as Maryhill Museum’s 
Volunteer of the Year for his work 
as chair of the buildings and 
grounds committee. 

Some of the attendees at the dedication 
ceremony 

Ginny and Bob McNary, Eric Gleason, 
Mary and Dennis Davis. 

L to R: Dan Spatz, Brian Ahier,  
Carolyn Wood, Sandy Bisset 

L to R: Gary Pratt, Dave Cartwright, 
Dick Fadness 
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Archives web site 
tracks settlers 

     SALEM — The Oregon Archives 
Division has developed a new web 
site to search for information about 
Oregonians who lived here before 
statehood in 1859.      The Early 
Oregonians Project uses census 
records, marriage licenses, death 
certificates, probate filings and other 
records in a searchable database 
about the people in Oregon from 1800 
to 1860. The information will be a 
treasure trove not just for researchers 
but also for families hoping to learn 
more about their ancestors.  
     ―This is a great example of how the 
material we hold can be developed in 
ways that enlighten all Oregonians,‖ 
said Mary Beth Herkert, the state 
archivist. ―Our history becomes so 
much more vivid when we know what 
the lives of our relatives were like.‖ 
Creating the web site wasn’t easy. For 
starters, the project had to establish 
exactly who could be counted as an 
Oregonian. Complicating the task 
were the political boundaries of the 
day. Parts of what made up the 
Oregon Territory of the time are now 
part of Washington, Idaho and 
Montana. The 1850 census for the 
Oregon Territory, for example, 
included what became the 
Washington Territory by 1853. So 
anyone living in or born in that part of 
the Oregon Territory prior to 1853 is 
included in this database as early 
Oregonians.      Largely missing from 
the archive, however, is 
documentation of our earliest Natives. 
It wasn’t until the state’s first federal 
decennial census in 1860, that any 

Native Americans were identified. 
However, instructions to the census 
enumerators limited how they were to 
be counted: ―Indians not taxed are not 
to be enumerated. The families of 
Indians who have renounced tribal 
rule, and who under state or territory 
laws exercise the rights of citizens, 
are to be enumerated.‖ Find the Early 
Oregonians Archive here:  
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/news/eo/
eo.html 

Reprinted with permission from The Dalles 
Chronicle 

Submitted by Renee Briggs & Mary Davis 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Oregon Digital 
Newspaper Program 

The Oregon Digital Newspaper 
Program is an initiative to digitize 
historic Oregon newspaper content 
and make it freely available to the 
public through a keyword-searchable 
online database. The initial phase 
of the program will concentrate on 
newspapers published between 1860 
and 1922, with a goal of 
approximately 150,000 pages freely 
available online in the first two years 
by July 2011. The newspaper program 
website was also constructed to help 
facilitate the digitization of Oregon 
newspapers by outside organizations/ 
individuals. The resulting product will 
be an open state-wide resource for 
historic Oregon newspapers online. 
The site also includes a blog, a list of 
historic Oregon newspapers, and 
historic newspapers available on 
microfilm. For more information, visit  

http://libweb.uoregon.edu/diglib/od
np/   

From Oregon Heritage News e-mail 3-12-10 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Historic Western 

Waters Photos Placed 

Online 
 

The Oregon State University Archives 
has added two sets of  Western 
Waters related images to its Flickr 
Commons locations. One set, "Dam 
It!," includes dam-related images while 
another shows Celilo Falls pictures, 
with subsequent sets for salmon 
fishing and waterfalls. These are in 
addition to historic photos from each 
of Oregon's river drainages that were 
part of its statehood sesquicentennial 
efforts also posted on Flickr. 
 
The new collection grew out of an 
interest from the Greater Western 
Library Alliance's Digital Collections 
Committee, which was thinking about 
how to spotlight the collections 
featured in the Western Waters Digital 
Library. 
 
To view OSU's Western Waters 
collection, visit:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/osucomm
ons/collections/72157622545937447/ 

Submitted by Rose Denslinger 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Do you have a story to share? 
Please send it to  

jimbull@gorge.net

We Get Letters -  Well, short notes anyway: 
 
Sorry about the delay in my payment of dues. Thought I had paid. -- Hazel Harley 
 
Thank you for the great opportunity to learn more about ‘family’. – Lois Smith Russell, Hood River 

http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/news/eo/eo.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/news/eo/eo.html
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/diglib/odnp/
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/diglib/odnp/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/osucommons/collections/72157622545937447/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/osucommons/collections/72157622545937447/
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The 1857 Fort Dalles surgeon’s quarters houses the 
Oregon city’s museum that preserves the legacy of the 
military fort. 

Top 10 True Western Towns of 2010 

Given to towns that have made an important contribution to preserving their pasts. 

By: True West Editors 12/17/2009 

#10. THE DALLES, OREGON  

As part of the state’s 150th 
anniversary in 2009, The 

Dalles, Oregon—population 
13,470 — put on an Oregon 
Statehood Wagon Train that 
traveled the 1869 Dalles 
Military Road through seven 
counties—a pretty impressive 
endeavor. Wagon master Bill 
Vixie and his team led 140 
riders from the starting point at 
Huntington, along the Snake 
River, on the 39-day journey. 
The Wasco County Historical 
Society organized the 
adventure in conjunction 
with its annual heritage 
celebration The Dalles 
Days.  
At the end of the 

overland Oregon Trail, 

The Dalles is located 
along the banks of the 
Columbia River. One of 
the best ways to explore 
the city is through 
geocaching. The high-tech 

treasure hunting game is 
played by adventure 
seekers equipped with a 
GPS. Geocache sites were 
hidden all along the 
Oregon Statehood Wagon 

Train route. The Dalles 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce also sponsored 
an “Amazing Race” 
geocache hunt in 
September, which visitors 
can still participate in; it takes 
you to historic landmarks and 
buildings in the downtown 
district. The coordinates for 
these adventures are found at 
Geocaching.com; search for 
“The Dalles Chamber.” The 

Dalles-Dash is a 12-cache 

password hunt, with each of the 
caches containing a password on 

the lid. When visitors find all 12 
passwords, they can bring them 
to the Chamber of Commerce for 
a commemorative geocoin. 
Another interactive way to 

enjoy the city’s heritage is via 
talking art murals placed 
throughout historic downtown. 
The Dalles Mural Society created 
this art tour to share 10,000 
years of local history, from the 
area’s original American Indians, 
to the Lewis and Clark Expedition 

to Oregon Trail pioneers. Some of 
these historical murals “talk;” the 
keys for the voice box are 
available from the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Numerous museums preserve 

the town’s local heritage. The 

state’s oldest historical museum, 

the Fort Dalles Museum, 
presents the legacy of the 

military fort in the original 1857 
surgeon’s quarters and offers 
pioneer artifacts at the 1895 
Anderson Homestead. The 
Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Center focuses on the area’s 
natural history and the river 
gorge carved by the Missoula 
Floods during the Ice Age. The 
1859 Wasco County Courthouse 
offers historical artifacts from 
when the county was the 
largest in the nation (extending 

as far as Idaho and 
Montana). The oldest 
home in town, the 1850 
Rorick house built by a 
fort officer, is the 
headquarters for the 

Wasco County Historical 
Society. And The Dalles 
Fire Department Museum 
shares the history of the 
first fire department, 
which began here in 

1859, through antique 
fire engines and 
firefighting gear.  
The Dalles is also a 

starting point for an 
adventure to the terminus 

of the Oregon Trail in 
Oregon City. You can 
travel the alternate route, 
the 1846-1919 Barrow 
Road, which took 
pioneers around Mount 

Hood to the end of the Oregon 
Trail.  
Historic local businesses  
 
 
 
 

            Continued on Page 10 

Continued From Page 9 
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include Klindt’s Booksellers, 
first established in 1870 by the 
Nickelsen family and now the 
oldest continuous bookstore in 
operation, and the 1876 
Baldwin Saloon, with a painted 
photograph of a young woman 
created by Wilbur Hayes in 
1899 hanging near the early 
1900s mahogany backbar—the 
piece won first place in the 

Lewis and Clark Exposition in 
1905. One of the best local 
attractions is the camp site 
Rock Fort, where the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition spent six 
months, living downstream 

from the mouth of Mill Creek.  
For finding interactive ways, 

whether it be through talking 
art murals, geocache hunts or a 
wagon train adventure, to 
present its 10,000 years of 

history, The Dalles kicks off our 
top 10 True Western Towns of 
2010. 

Excerpted from & Reprinted by 
Permission of True West Magazine -- 
January/February 2010  

Submitted by Earline Wasser 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
illegitimate births, same sex 
marriages, surrogates, double-
cousins, incest, and other hard to 
explain linkages.  
 
Record keeping is a challenge in 
these situations.  In pre-technology 
days we could just jot down notes in 
the margins, but when the first 
computer programs came out the 
format was very traditional, and few 
could accommodate alternate 
relationships.  Latest generation 
computer programs have come a long 
way in accommodating   non-standard 
relationships, allowing space for 
relationship codes, notes, and 
explanations but we still need to make 
that final decision.  There is no single 
answer as to how a person should 
proceed with his or her research in 
these situations.  It is important to 
know that many of us deal with similar 
issues and that we can help each 
other figure out solutions, always 
taking into consideration  the privacy 
of other family members, and   the 
integrity of our research. 
 
XXXOOO Sandy 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Another Letter: 
 

To Tales & Trails   4/2/2010 
Sorry to have overlooked renewal of 
my subscription. At age 93 I enjoy the 
short stories on historical events I  
early days – I made numerous river 
crossings on The Dalles Ferry and a 
couple of crossings at Arlington.   
I do not remember the Tales & Trails 
subscription but I believe $15.00 for 
year which I am enclosing.  Also I will 
include a check of $50.00 toward the 
Pioneer Cemetery Donation. 
 Best wishes, 
 Fred R. Fox. 
 
Thank you Fred. Glad you enjoyed the 
last issue. – JB  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The black sheep keeps the 

best info on the family. 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

July 9-18, 2010 
Fort The Dalles Days 
The Dalles OR 
Lots of fun for the family 

July 31, 2010 
2010 Summer Genealogical 
Festival  
Lane Community College 
Eugene, Oregon 
 
August 14, 2010 
1:00 The Discovery Center 
Technical Workshop – Mark 
Adams will help with any technical 
challenges you might have. 
 
August 14-15, 2010 
WA State School for the Blind 
“Dying to Know” 
Fundraiser for Old Vancouver City 
Cemetery sponsored by Clark 
County Genealogical Society and 
others 

Sept 11, 2010 
1:00 The Discovery Center 
Speaker: Georga Foster 
G-Man William D. Morris 

September 18, 2010 
WA State Genealogical Society 
“Journey of Discovery” 
Chehalis, WA 
 
 
18-23 July, 2010 
25-30 October 2010 
20-25 February 2011 
The Dream Genealogy Vacation 
www.ancestorseekers.com for 
information about these trips 

 

Have A great summer! 

 
 

Continued from Page 1 

 
2010 Dues Submittal 

 
NAME:____________________ 
 
ADDRESS:__________________
__________________________ 
 
CITY:______________ST:____ 
 
ZIP:________________ 
 
EMAIL:____________________ 
 
PHONE:____________________ 

 
Clip and Mail To:  

 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
C/O The Dalles/Wasco Co Public Library 
722 Court St.       The Dalles, OR 97058 

 

http://www.ancestorseekers.com/
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Mid-Columbia Genealogical Resources 

Family History Centers 
The Dalles FHC     Goldendale FHC  Hood River FHC     Stevenson FHC 
1504 East 15th St     N. Columbus Ave. & McKinley 18th & May St.      Maple Way & Loop Rd. 
West Entrance, basement    P.O.  Box 109           
The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620  Hood River, OR 97031     Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 541-298- 5815    Phone: 509-773-3824  Phone: 541-386-3539     Phone 509-427-5927 
Director: Chris Knowland    Director Ed Hoyle  Director: Noretta Hornbeck   Director: Emerline Andrews 
Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.    Open: Tue., Wed. 10:00 – 4:00 Open: Tue., Wed., Thur.     Open: Wed. 1:00 – 3:00 p.m 
10:30 a.m to 8:30 p.m.    Thur. 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.                Thur. 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Libraries  

The Dalles – Wasco County    William G. Dick     Maupin 

722 Court Street      The Discovery Ctr. & Wasco Co. Museum    P.O. Box 462 
The Dalles, OR 97058     5000 Discovery Road      Maupin, OR 97037 
Phone: 541-296-2815     The Dalles, OR 97058      Phone: 541-395-2208 
Hours: Tue. & Wed. 11:00 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.   Phone: 541-296-8600 ext. 219     E-Mail: SWCLibrary@centurytel.net 
            Thur. & Fri. 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.   Hours: M-W-F 11-3 or by appointment 
            Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.    E-Mail: library@gorgediscovery.org  
 

  Hood River County 

   601 State Street 
   Hood River, OR 97031 
   Phone: 541-386-2535 
   Hours: Tue.-Wed. 10:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
   Thur.-Fri. 10:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
   Sat. 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Fort Vancouver Regional 

Goldendale    White Salmon Valley   Stevenson 
131 W. Burgen St.   5 Town & Country Square   120 NW Vancouver Ave. 
Goldendale, WA 98620   White Salmon, WA 98672   Stevenson, WA 98648 
Phone: 509-773-4487   Phone: 509-493-1132   Phone: 509-427-5471 
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Hours: Tue. 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Hours: Tue.-Wed. 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
     Wed. – Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Thur.-Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Other 
Dufur Historical Society  Wamic Hist. Society Wasco Co. Hist. Society     Klickitat Co. Hist. Society 
P.O. Box 462       P.O. Box 806  300 W. 13th      127 W. Broadway 
Dufur, OR 97021       Wamic, OR 9706  The Dalles, OR 97058    Goldendale, WA 98620 
dufurhist@ortelco.net     541-296-1867     509-773-4303 
 
Sherman Co. Hist. Museum Hood River Co. Mus. Gorge Heritage Mus.  Col. Gorge Interpretive Mus. 
200 Dewey St.   300 E. Port Marina. Dr. 202 E. Humboldt   990 SW Rock Cr. Dr. 
Moro, OR 97039   Hood River. OR 97031 Bingen, WA 98605  Stevenson, WA 98648 
541-565-3232   541-386-6722  509-493-3228   509-427-8211 
 
Fort Dalles Museum  Hutson Museum  Cascade Locks Hist. Mus. 
W 15th St. & Garison  4967 Baseline Dr. 1 NW Portage Rd 
The Dalles, OR 97058  Parkdale, OR 97041 Cascade Locks, OR 97014 
541-296-4547   541-352-6808  541-374-8535 

 

mailto:library@gorgediscovery.org
mailto:dufurhist@ortelco.net
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Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
C/O The Dalles-Wasco Co. Library 
722 Court Street 
The Dalles, OR 97058-2270 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
C/O The Dalles-Wasco Co. Library 
722 Court Street 
The Dalles, OR 97058-2270 
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SOCIETY SURNAME BOOK 
 
As an aid to researchers visiting our local libraries, our society maintains a book of 
surnames being researched by our members.  The format used is a 5-generation pedigree 
chart for each member in a 3-ring binder. A browse through the book will quickly 
determine if there is a member of our society who is researching the same surname(s) as the 
visiting researcher. The Surname Book is in the Genealogy section of The Dalles/Wasco 
County Public Library.  
 
A few years ago Rose Denslinger took on the job of updating the book last updated in 1996 
by Barbee Hodgkins. As she relates it,  “I brought the book Barbee had complied home and 
studied it and the method she had used. Then I was planning on going to a meeting in Clark 
County and knew Leland Meitzler would be there. I took Barbee’s book and an idea I had. 
We found some time to look it over. He added some ideas he had seen used that helped 
people who were doing research.  When I had a question I often would e-mail him and he 
would send an answer back. I have about 50 members in this volume and hope to pick up 
about a dozen more from the new members.“ 
 
When pedigree charts are obtained from those newer members copies of the book will be 
made to place in all the other libraries we serve in the area. 
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