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Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 

Volume 22    Number 2              The Dalles, Oregon                April 2008 

 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical 
Society Historian Donna 
Holycross passes bound copies of 
our past newsletters, Tales & 
Trails to Amy Kimball a volunteer 
at the William Dick Library 
located at the Columbia Gorge 
Discovery Center.   

 

Society News 
The Old Wasco County Courthouse has purchased 
a complete set of our Wasco County resource 
books. These will be for the use of their visitors. 
 

Publicity Chairperson, Glenna McCargar is in the 
process of updating our brochure.  She is also 
exploring new avenues of publicizing our society.
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COLUMBIA GORGE 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
C/O  The Dalles Wasco County Library 

722 Court St.  The Dalles, OR  97058-2270 

541-296-2815 
 
The Society meets on second Saturday of the 
month, Sept-June at 1:00 p.m. at Columbia Gorge 
Discovery Center, 5000 Discovery Drive, The 
Dalles, OR. (unless announced otherwise). Officers 
meeting at 11:00 a.m. No host lunch and regular 
meeting will open at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Membership dues: January to December 
Single & Family $15.00/year. 

 
Important Numbers: 
 

President:  Sandy Bisset                  541-298-1240 
  Vice-President: Helen Dixon           541-354-3244 

Secretary:  Rose Denslinger            541-296-4140     
Treasurer:  Karen Polehn            541-296-1735 

  Correspondence: Mary Watts          541-296-3590 
Surnames:  Rose Denslinger           541-296-4140 
Research:   Lorna Elliott                 541-298-5687 
Library:  Shirley Karr                     541-352-6463 
Programs: Helen Dixon                  541-354-3244 
Publicity: Glenna Mcargar             541-478-3495         

Phone Committee: Verneice Adams, Jim Bull, 
                   Anita Burris, and Donna Holycross  
Editor: L. Renee Briggs               509-767-2316 
           lrbriggs@gorge.net   
 

TALES & TRAILS is published 4 times a year 

in January, April, July and October by 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society.  
The 25th of the month preceding the publication 
month is the deadline for submitting items to be 
included in the quarterly. Queries are free to 
members and are $2.00 each to non-members.  
 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
Hazel Harley, Betty Bright, Linda Colton,  
Penny Kennedy & William Woodland Jr. 
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SOCIETY SURNAME LIST 
The surname list is compiled by Surname, Date, 
Place of Birth and Death of ancestors done on a 
pedigree chart and turned into Rose Denslinger, 
541-296-4140. If you need blank pedigree charts to 
fill out, contact Rose. 
 
When submitting your pedigree 
chart, there should be a year(s) and 
an area (county and state) 
associated with the surname. If 
these are unknown when you 
submit a pedigree chart, we 
count back 20 years from the 
birth of the first descendent. That date 
will be used with a question mark. The same area as 
the birth of the first child will be used for the area. 
 
The compiled Surname Lists are on the shelves of 
the Genealogy cases in The Dalles/Wasco County 
Public Library. New charts will be filed in the 
Additions Section.  
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RESOURCE  CENTERS 

 

The Dalles-Wasco County Library 
c/o Lorna Elliott 

722 Court Street 

The Dalles, OR 97058 
Phone: 541-296-2815 

Hours: 

Tuesday & Wednesday: 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sunday & Monday: Closed 
  

                      
The Family History Centers 
 

The Dalles FHC 
1504 East 15th Street 

The Dalles, OR 97058 

West Entrance, basement 
Phone: 541-298-5815 Director: Chris Knowland 

Hours: 

Tuesday, Wed., Thursday:  10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

.  

Goldendale FHC 
North Columbus Avenue, & McKinley 
c/o Ed Hoyle 

P.O. Box 109 

Goldendale, WA 98620 

Phone: 509-773-3824 
Hours: 

Tuesday, Wednesday  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Thursday Only:  6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
  

Hood River FHC 
18th and May, Hood River, OR 

c/o Noretta Hornbeck 
Phone: 541-386-3539 

Hours: 

Tuesday, Wed., Thursday: 10:00 a.m.to 8:30 p.m. 
  

Stevenson FHC 
Maple Way and Loop Rd., Stevenson, WA 
c/o Emerline Andrews 

Phone: 509-427-5927 

Hours: 

Wednesday: 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

William G. Dick Library 

The Discovery Center & Wasco County 
Historical Museum 
  
5000 Discovery Road 

The Dalles, OR 97058 

 
Phone: 541-296-8600, x. 219 

Hours: M-W-F: 11 to 3, and by appointment 

E-mail: library@gorgediscovery.org 

 
Dufur Historical Society 
P.O. Box 462 
Dufur, OR 97021 

DufurHist@ortelco.net 

  
Maupin Library            
P.O. Box 328 
Maupin, OR 97037 

541-395-2208 

SWCLibrary@centurytel.net 
  

Wamic Community Historical Society 
P.O. Box 806 
Wamic, OR 97063 
 

 

Returned Check Policy 
  
In the unfortunate event that a check that was written to the 
Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society for any reason, is returned 
unpaid by a bank then the Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
will use all mean necessary to collect payment of the check. A 

$20.00 returned check fee will be charged for each item returned 
from a bank regardless of the reason it was returned. This fee will 
be charged each time that an item is returned. 
  
Checks returned for non-sufficient funds or uncollected funds 
will be represented to the bank after we receive it. Checks 
returned because of stopped payment, account closed, or refer to 
maker can NOT be re-deposited. The amount of the check plus 

any applicable returned check fees will become immediately due 
and payable by the account holder. 
  
Any returned check item that is not paid promptly will be 
referred to a collection agency for further action. Returned check 
items must be paid in cash or cashier’s check. The Columbia 
Gorge Genealogical Society will not accept a personal check to 
pay returned check items (this includes returned check fees). 

  
Those who have any questions regarding returned checks or have 
had a check returned to the Society are encouraged to contact us 
as soon as possible.    (Telephone:  509-767-2316) 
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6th Annual Sheep Show 

Saturday,  

April 12 - 10AM-3PM   

 Erylon Hines and his award-
winning Australian Shepherd dogs will be giving 
sheep herding demonstrations.  

Talk with the ladies of the Columbia Fibres 
Guild and watch them as they spin yarn from 
wool in the Anderson House kitchen.  
A sheep shearing demonstration will be given by 
Ken Polehn from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. at the 
east end of the Anderson Barn.   
Kids can visit with Andrew the Anderson House 
Mouse!  
Refreshments will be available in the Anderson 
House Kitchen.  

Bring your friends and children to enjoy the historic 
buildings and beautiful grounds of Oregon's oldest 
museum, and join us in the fun!  
  
Fort Dalles Museum and the Anderson 

Homestead 
500 W. 15th Street and Garrison 
The Dalles, Oregon 97058 
Phone: 541-296-4547  
fortdallesmuseum@netcnct.net 
 

First Families  

of Multnomah County, Oregon 
The state of Oregon will celebrate its 
sesquicentennial on February 14, 2009. The 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon plans to honor this 
anniversary by recognizing and issuing certificates 
to qualifying descendants of those "First Families" 
of Multnomah County. 
To qualify, you must submit an application and 
supporting documents to prove you are a direct 
descendant of an individual that resided in 
Multnomah County before 15 October 1905. Once 
the evidence is verified, you will be issued a 
certificate. 
There is a fee of $20 for a certificate. 
To learn everything you need to know about this 
process, please go to  
http://www.gfo.org/ffmc/index.htm to download 
the documents. Be sure to download ALL of the 
documents as they are all important to the process. 
 

 

Wasco County Pioneer Association 

86th Annual Reunion and Meeting 

 
Members and friends of the Wasco County Pioneer 
Association will next meet on Saturday May 3, 

2008, 10:00 a.m., at the Calvary Baptist Church, 
3350 Columbia View Heights in The Dalles for the 
86th Annual Reunion and Meeting. 
An entertaining program is available, as well as the 
traditional salmon bake. This catered luncheon costs 
$10. 
Several graduation classmates hold a mini reunion 
on this day. Wasco County Pioneer Day is always an 
excellent time for everyone to get together and 
renew old friendships. 
Dues are $12.50 per family (spouse and children 18 
years and under) and $10.00 for individuals. 
Membership is open to everyone! 
We look forward to seeing and visiting with you the 
first Saturday of May in 2008! 
Visit our website at:  
http://www.wascopioneers.org/ 

 

 

Windham Histories 
If you want to record your personal history, but don't 
have time or don't know where to start, Windham 
Histories is for you. I can help you create a 
professional product for both you and your family to 
enjoy for generations to come. I offer a variety of 
services, including: 
         Oral Histories: I record you answering a list 

of thought-provoking questions. I'll transcribe and 
edit the interview and send you a hard copy. 
         Editing: If you've already started writing your 

personal history, but want some help turning your 
story into an easy-to-read narrative, I can provide 
feedback and help you produce a professional piece 
of work. 
         Ghostwriting: As a ghostwriter, I take stories 

and facts from your life and turn them into well-
written prose. I can either do this by re-writing your 
rough draft, or by holding interviews with you to 
find out the facts, details, and stories you want 
included and then writing the history for you. 
For more information contact: 
Rosalie Westenskow 
801-787-7910 rosaliecw@gmail.com 
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Genealogical Forum of Oregon  

  Open House 
May 3, 2008  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Used book sale, Come enjoy refreshments and 
conversation with fellow genealogists! Computer 
Demos on the use the Ancestry Website. Join us for 
a tour and discover the many resources available to 
assist you in finding your family history.  Sign up 
for 15 minutes with a recognized expert for some 
insight into your brickwall ancestor.  Bring your 
laptop.  We have WIFI. 
 

Genealogical Forum of Oregon 
1505 SE Gideon Street 
Portland, OR 97202 
Call us for information at 503-963-1932 or visit our 
website at 
www.gfo.org for directions 
 

Clark County Spring Seminar 

    Saturday, April 19, 2008 

         8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
 
CCGS Library Annex 
715 Grand Blvd - Vancouver, WA 
 
Gary Zimmerman, Director of the Fiske 
Genealogical Library in Seattle, will present an all-
day workshop on New England and colonial 
research. 
 The Fiske Library has one of the best collections of 
New England materials west of Boston, and Gary 
Zimmerman is extremely knowledgeable and an 
engaging speaker. 
 

Sessions are: 1. New England Research; 2. 
Finding Germans in America; 3.Quaker 
Research; 4. Canadian Research On-line 
Members: $35  Non-Members: $40 
For lunch:  Coffee and tea provided. 

Restaurants and delis within three miles or bring a 
sack lunch. 
Contact by email at gensoc at ccgs-wa.org 

 

 

Walla Walla Valley 

Genealogical Society 
Margaret Strickland has announced that after 34 
years the Walla Walla Valley Genealogical Society 
has been disbanded.  The reason she gives is that 
they could only fill one of the four offices needed for 
2008 plus they needed an Editor for their Blue 
Mountain Heritage because their editor, Janine Bork, 
is having health issues and could not continue as 
editor.  Membership was not a problem to keep 
going, but finding volunteers to fill board positions 
has been.   Genealogical societies depend on their 
volunteers. 
 

Keeping Internet Genealogy Free 
 
The USGenWeb Project is a group of volunteers 
working together to provide free genealogy websites 
for genealogical research in every county and every 
state of the United States. This Project is non-
commercial and fully committed to free genealogy 
access for everyone. 
 
Organization is by county and state, and this website 
provides you with links to all the state genealogy 
websites which, in turn, provide gateways to the 
counties. All of the volunteers who make up The 
USGenWeb Project are very proud of this endeavor 
and hope that you will find their hard work both 
beneficial and rewarding.  

http://www.usgenweb.org/ 

 
Washington State Genealogical Society 

Conference & Annual Meeting 
 

 Hosted by Skagit Valley Genealogical Society 
Friday May 16 & Saturday, May 17, 2008 

First United Methodist Church 1607 E. Division 
Street, Mount Vernon, WA 
 “Leaving Footprints –Past, Present & Future” 
Featured speaker will be Kory Meyerink of Salt 
Lake City. 
For more information: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~wasvgs/ 

 

My family tree is a few branches short!...............All help appreciated 
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Preserving the Past 
How to Care For and Protect Your Precious Family Photos 

Whether it is paintings on cave walls or writings 

chiseled in stone, mankind has been recording history 

since the beginning of time. The ability to document 

history photographically is a more recent invention, 

however, beginning with the daguerreotype in 1838. 

Photographs provide a very important visual 

connection to our ancestors. Shared family physical 

characteristics, hairstyles, clothing styles, family 

traditions, special events and more provide a graphic 

portrayal of the lives of our ancestors, but if we do not 

properly care for our photographs, some of our history 

will fade away right along with those precious images. 

 

What Causes a Photo to Deteriorate? 

Environmental factors such as temperature, humidity 

and sunlight affect photographs more than any other 

factor. Cyclic conditions (high heat and humidity 

followed by cold, dry weather such as you would find 

in an attic or basement) are especially bad for photos 

and may cause cracking and separation of the 

emulsion (image) from the support (paper base of the 

photo).  Dirt, dust and oil are also big culprits of 

photographic deterioration. 

 

What to Avoid When Storing & Handling Photos 

    * Dirt, dust, and oils from you hands can cause 

permanent damage. You should handle prints and 

negatives along the edges, preferably while wearing 

white cotton gloves. 

    * The worst places to store your photographs is in 

an un-insulated attic or basement. Constant high 

temperatures and humidity in the summer and low 

temperatures and humidity in the winter can cause 

your photographs to become brittle and crack. In 

severe cases, it may cause separation of the emulsion 

(image) from the support (paper base) of the photo. 

Dampness can cause photographs to stick together. 

Insects and rodents, commonly found in basements, 

also like to feed on photos. The best conditions for 

storing photographs are in a location with a consistent 

temperature from 65°F-70°F with a relative humidity 

of about 50%. These aren't always possible in a home 

environment, however, so if your photographs are 

especially important to you, you may want to consider 

storing them in a safe deposit box at your bank where 

the conditions are ideal. 

    * Do not store your negatives in the same place as 

your photographs. If something happens to your 

photos or albums, your negatives will still be available 

to reprint your treasured family heirloom. 

    * Do not write on the back of your photos with 

standard ball-point or felt-tip ink pens. Unless it is 

marked specifically for use on photos, most ink 

contains acids which will eat away at and stain your 

photos over time. If you must mark a photo and don't 

have an acid-free photo marking pen available, then 

write lightly with a soft lead pencil on the back of the 

image. 

    * Do not use rubber bands or paper clips to hold 

photos together. Rubber bands contain sulfur which 

can cause your photo to deteriorate. Paper clips can 

scratch the surface of your photos or negatives. 

Clippings should be photocopied onto alkaline paper. 

    * Do not display important photos in your home. 

The glass can stick to the emulsion over time. 

Sunlight will cause your photo to fade. If you want to 

display a precious photo, then have a copy made and 

display the copy! 

    * Do not use glues (especially rubber cement) or 

pressure sensitive tapes to mend photographs or hold 

them in albums.  Most glues contain substances such 

as sulfur and acids which will cause your photos to 

deteriorate. Look for special photo-safe glues and 

tapes in the archival section of your favorite photo or 

craft store. 

    * Avoid exposing photographic materials to 

anything containing sulfur dioxide, fresh paint fumes, 

plywood, cardboard, and fumes from cleaning 

supplies. 

    * Water and fire can ruin your photos. Keep 

pictures away from fireplaces, heaters, dryers etc. 

Avoid water damage by storing photos on high 

shelves well away from water pipes and in locations 

not prone to flooding or leaks (don't store in the 

basement or in a closet which backs on a shower, tub 

or sink). 

    * Avoid cheap drugstore-type photo albums and 

paper and plastic storage products that aren't 

specifically made for storing photos. Regular 

envelopes, ziplog bags and other things commonly 

used for photo storage aren't always safe for your 

photos. Use only lignin free, acid free, un-buffered 

paper for storing photographs or as interleaving paper 

in albums. Use only PVC-free plastics such as 

Polyester, Mylar, Polypropylene, Polyethelyne and 

Tyvek. 
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Preserving Your Family History from 

Disaster  
By Michael R. Boyter  

 

In a frantic minute you grab the kids and get a safe 

distance from your house. There you witness your 

home, and everything in it, burning to the ground. It's 

a total loss. 

 

A disaster of any kind is not ever a pleasant 

experience, but at least there is insurance to build 

again and to buy new furniture. But let's talk about 

what is not insured. Things that once lost, are gone for 

ever! 

 

I'm referring to your family keepsakes. Your home 

videos, family photos, journals, diaries and other 

priceless family treasures. Losing any of these things 

is a terrible tragedy! 

 

As I pondered this, I realized that it would be next to 

impossible, in a short amount of time, for me to get all 

of these things out of the house and to a safe location. 

 

Why? Because I had 8mm tapes all through the house. 

My old journals were stuck in a box somewhere in the 

garage. Some photo albums were up in closets while 

others I looked and looked for but couldn't find for 

awhile. I had no idea where they were. I had to go 

looking for them. 

 

In a disaster situation, there is no time to go "looking". 

 

Here are some of the preventative measures that I took 

in order to keep myself from such a situation. Use 

these ideas and tips to ensure that your family 

memories are preserved for generations to come! 

 

FAMILY PHOTO ALBUMS: 

Share them as gifts often – Pictures of the family are 

great gifts to give to grandparents and other family 

members. If you lose yours, you always have a way to 

regain copies. 

 

Online photo storage – My wife and I have put many 

of our pictures on a free, safe and secure family web 

site. There are many of these but I personally like 

MyFamily.com Build your site in minutes and you 

don't need to know a thing about making a web page. 

Your pictures are stored remotely and something like 

a house fire couldn't touch them. 

 

One central location - Designate a location for all 

your photo albums and don't deviate. By putting them 

in a box and in one location in your house, you 

increase your chances of being able to get out quickly 

with all your pictures. 

 

 HOME VIDEOS: 

Duplicate them - Makes copies and get them to other 

members of the family. This makes for a great gift. 

What works for me is to simply connect my video 

camera to my VCR. I then push play on my video 

camera and press record on my VCR. This isn't the 

fanciest way of tape duplication but it works and my 

parents have loved getting videos of the grandkids. 

 
JOURNALS, DIARIES, and PERSONAL HISTORIES 

Personal histories of your own or those of an 

ancestors are one of the most valuable items in your 

possession. If kept protected, they will be treasured 

for generations to come. 

 

Duplicate & Distribute - My grandma gave me a 

copy of my late grandpa's life story. I typed it up and 

printed multiple copies for all of my cousins and aunts 

and uncles. They loved it and we took steps to make 

sure grandpa's life story will live on in the hearts and 

minds of his posterity. 

 

Diary Safeguards - If you are currently writing a 

journal or diary I realize that some of it may be 

personal and you may not wish for it to be distributed 

out at this time. 

If you write your journal by hand, take your journal in 

and photo copy any part that you plan to pass on to 

your children someday! Don't wait! You may then 

look into putting a copy into a safe deposit box. Just 

as long as it is out of your house. 

 

If you write your journal with the aid of a computer, I 

recommend storing copies often to any one of the 

many free online storage web sites. Nobody will be 

able to access your data but you. I personally 

recommend XDrive.  

 

SO, IN CONCLUSION... 

 

Rule #1 in any of this is to duplicate your family 

keepsake items and store them in multiple locations. 

This is the only way to ensure that if disaster strikes, 

you will be able to easily recover those priceless 

family mementos that define you as an individual and 

as a family! 
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INAUGURAL SESQUICENTENNIAL FARM AWARDS GIVEN 
 

The Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program, 
celebrating its 50th year of  recognizing active 
farms and ranches throughout the state, has 
announced  the inaugural award honorees of its 
newest program, the Sesquicentennial  Award. 
The award will be given to 14 Oregon families 
who have continuously farmed portions of the 
original family acreage in Oregon for 150 years or 
more. 
  
 Families (and the county where the farm is 
located) being honored in 2008 are:  Robert  
FRIEDRICH (Clackamas); Jack E. JOHNS 
(Clackamas);  William MACFARLANE 
(Clackamas); Victor Ted BIRDSEYE II 
(Jackson);  Stephen FORD / Ford Farms (Lane); 
Dwane RICHARDSON (Lane); Donald and  
Dona COON (Linn); Frank E. HERRLING 
(Linn); Joyce JACKSON MARTINAK and  Art 
J. MARTINAK (Linn); Richard RICE (Linn); 
James and Timothy HEATER (Marion); Dean 
Arthur MCKAY (Marion); Guy and Mary Ann 
SCOTT (Marion); and, Ann D. VASCONI and 
John H. DAVENPORT (Marion). 
 
The families were honored in a special ceremony 
held at the Capitol campus in Salem on Feb. 14, 
Oregon’s Statehood Day.  The ceremony 
recognized the spirit and endurance of these 
Oregon family farmers and ranchers. A special 
joint resolution by Oregon’s 74th Legislature was 
read in the Senate that same day.   
 
Of the 1,076 recognized Century Farms and 
Ranches in Oregon, there are over 400 that were 
established prior to Dec. 31, 1859, the year 
Oregon became a state.  It is estimated that a 
percentage of those early farms and ranches are no 
longer in the same family ownership, having been 
sold out of the family during the last 50 years. 
 
Many of those that do remain have deep roots in 
Oregon agriculture thanks to the Oregon Donation 
Land Law of 1850.  That federal legislation 
validated legal title to land already claimed by 
white settlers in Oregon Territory and served as an 
inducement to encourage additional immigration 

to Oregon by offering substantial acreage of free 
land.  William Robbins, in his book "Landscapes 
of Promise: The Oregon Story 1800-1940", states 
that before the Donation Land Act expired in 
1855, an estimated 25,000 to 30,000 immigrants, 
mostly of Euro-American descent, entered the 
territory.  Many of those new immigrants had a 
farming background, so most of the early 
Donation Land Claims (or DLCs) were staked out 
in the fertile Willamette, Umpqua and Rogue 
valleys.  In the later 1850s, as most of the river 
valley bottomlands were already claimed, settlers 
began to seek out unclaimed land in the coastal 
lowland valleys or into the higher-elevation 
interior valleys, and finally to eastern Oregon. 
 
The Oregon Century Farm and Ranch Program is 
administered through the Oregon Agricultural 
Education Foundation and is supported in part by 
a partnership of the Oregon Farm Bureau, Oregon 
State Parks and Recreation Department, Oregon 
Department of Agriculture, and the Oregon 
Historical 
Society, 
along with 
additional 
funding from 
the Wheat 
Growers 
Association, 
the Hazelnut 
Marketing 
Board, 
Tillamook 
County 
Creamery 
Association, 
other agri-
businesses, 
various 
Oregon 
county farm 
bureaus, and 
many 
individuals. 
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Obituary from the Past - WARD 
 
"Mrs. Ward Passes--Mrs. Henry S. Ward passed 
away from this life at her home her Saturday.  She 
had been in ill health for many months, so her 
death was not unexpected.  Mrs. Ward was born at 
Unitie, Lodon County TN, November 4, 1838, and 
crossed the plains to California in 1853.  She was 
married to Henry S. Ward in Diamond Springs 
Eldorado County, California, July 13, 1854. They 
came to Oregon in 1862, settling near Eugene.  In 
1886, they came to eastern Oregon and in 1890, 
removed to The Dalles.  Eleven children were 
born, of whom W.H., B.F. and Charles D. of 

Gilliam county, George F. of Canyon City, T.C. of 
Antelope, John A. of Prineville, Mrs. R.W. Willey 
of Vancouver B.C. and Ida J., of The Dalles are 
living.  Three children died. Besides the relatives 
who know so well her kind care.  Mrs. Ward 
leaves a host of friends and neighbors who mourn 
her passing.  She was an active member of the 
Christian Church. " 

 
Eliza was the sister to my Great Grandmother.  

Contributed by member Irma Houston 

 

 

 

Headstone of Russell J. Larsen, in The Logan City Cemetery, Logan, Utah. 
Wonder if he died knowing he won the 'Coolest Headstone' contest? 

Submitted by Jim Bull 
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Deadly Superstitions 

The Tombstone Traveler's Guide 
 

A widow is supposed to wear a veil during mourning to 
hide from death and to prevent others from catching 
death from her. Since the widow was the person closest 

to the deceased, she probably has some death vibrations 
around her, so she'd better conceal them.    
                         Death, you know, is contagious. 

 
1. There is an old idea that close relatives must not wear 
jewelry or appear in public places for weeks after a 

death in case the evil spirits that had taken the deceased 
were still around.  . 
2. If you see an ambulance or a hearse you must touch a 

button or you'll be the next one in it. 
3. If you say the name Mary Worth 100 times into a 
mirror in a darkened room and she appears in the 
mirror, you will soon die. 

4.  If a dog howls at night and it is facing toward you, 
you will soon die. 
5. The cry of a curlew or the hoot of an owl foretells a 

death. 
6. A single snowdrop growing in the garden foretells a 
death. 

7. After eating boiled eggs, always smash the shells to 
prevent witches sailing out to sea in them and drowning 
sailors. 

8. Having only red and white flowers together in a vase 
(especially in hospital) means a death will soon follow. 
9. Bringing hawthorn blossom into the house will be 
followed by the death of the mother of the house.  

10. Sailors believe that a sick man on board ship will 
not die until land has been sighted. 
11. The tapping sound made by the Death Watch Beetle 

foretells a death in the house. 
      Any unexplained knocking has been taken as an 
omen of death or misfortune.  

12. If a dead person's eyes are left open, he'll find 
someone to take with him. 
13. Mirrors in a house with a corpse should be covered 

or the person who sees herself will die next. 
14. Pregnant women should not attend funerals. 
15. Nothing new should be worn to a funeral, especially 
shoes. 

16. When a good life was lived, flowers will grow on 
the deceased's grave.  But if the deceased was evil, 
weeds will grow. 

17. It is bad luck to meet a funeral procession head on. 
18. Funerals on Friday portend another death in the 
family during the year. 

19. If a broom is rested against a bed, the person who 
sleeps there will die soon. 
20. Taking ashes out of a stove after sundown will bring 

a death in the family. 
21. If you count the cars of a passenger train, you will 
hear of a death. 

22. When you see large drops of rain, there has been a 
death. 
23. Seeing a white chicken on your way to a funeral 

brings bad luck. 
24. If a woman is buried in black, she will return to 
haunt the family. 

25. If rain falls on a corpse, the deceased will go to 
heaven. 
26. Thunder following a funeral means that the dead 

person's soul has reached heaven. 
27. You will have bad luck if you do not stop the clock 
in the room where someone dies. 

28. If your rose blooms twice in the same year, it brings 
death. 
29. If a cow moos after midnight, it is an evil omen. 
30. If you prick your finger on the thorn of a red rose 

that looks black, you will die. 
31. A white moth inside the house or trying to enter 
means death. 

32. To see a tree blooming out of season means death as 
does dreaming of a white horse. 
33. Hearing a hen crow means death, unless you kill the 

hen. 
34. If a hearse stops while passing your house, it will 
choose its next victim from your house. 

35. If the coffee grounds in the bottom of a cup form a 
long, straight line, anticipate a funeral. 
36. Dropping an umbrella on the floor means that there 
will be a murder in the house. 

37. A diamond-shaped fold in clean linen portends 
death. 
38. A hat on the bed means death in the family. 

39. f an owl looks in the window of your home during 
daylight hours, a death will occur in the family. 
40. Never hand scissors to someone or they will 

encounter a painful death. 
41.If a bird flies into the house, someone will die soon. 
42. If you hold your breath while you drive by a 

cemetery, evil spirits can't enter your body. 
43. You should always cover your mouth while 
yawning so your spirit doesn't leave you and the devil 
never enters your body. 

44. The soul of a dying person can't escape the body and 
go to heaven if any locks are locked in the house. 
45. If a cow raises its head and smells the air, someone 

has died nearby. 
46. Never put your shoes on the table or you will die by 
hanging. 

47. If rain falls on a funeral procession someone related 
to the deceased will die in the near future. 
48. Rain falling upon an open grave means bad luck for 

the family. 
49. The soul roams the vicinity until the casket is finally 
covered with earth. 
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Support of Pioneer Cemetery Monument Project 
Thank You to the following Contributors – 

 
 

Bob Stone Freeway Auto Center 
L. Renee Briggs 

William Getz & Saundra Buchanan 
Elizabeth Wilson Buehler 

Barbara Love Cady 
C.H. Urness Motor Company 
Lester and Jody Cochenour 

Patricia Crimmel 
Richard and Kathleen Davis 
John and Rose Denslinger 

Lorna Elliott 
Calvin and Margaret Gump 

Rachel Gunkel 
Hattenhauer Distributing 

Jim Howard 
Darrell and Lee Klampe 

KODL Radio Station 
Donald and JoAnn Koehler 

Jan Leininger 
Einar and Phyllis Mohagen 

Denise Morris 
Kevin Price 

Richard and Elaine Rife 
Julie Shepard 

Emma Jean Smith 
Spencer, Libby, Powell Funeral Home 

The Dalles Furniture Company 
Wasco County Historical Society 

Wasco County Title Inc. 
Earline Wasser 

Sam Woolsey Real Estate 
Leo and Joan Zachariasen 

Miscellaneous cash contributions 
 
                     Total in fund to date: 

                    $4,074.24 

 
Be sure to personally “Thank” the contributors of the fund the next time you see them for their support 

helping us reach our goal! We can not do it without everyone’s help. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
       New Membership or Renewal 
 

NAME___________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
CITY____________________________ 
 
STATE_____________ZIP___________ 
 
PHONE__________________________ 
 
EMAIL__________________________ 
                    Dues are still just $15.00  

Mail to:  Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
          C/O The Dalles/Wasco Co Public Library 
           722 Court St.       The Dalles, OR 97058 

Pioneer Cemetery Donation 
 
NAME___________________________ 

 
ADDRESS________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
CITY____________________________ 
 
STATE_____________ZIP___________ 
 
PHONE__________________________ 
 
Mail to:  Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
          C/O The Dalles/Wasco Co Public Library 
           722 Court St.       The Dalles, OR 97058 

 
 

Thank you 
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Columbia Gorge Genealogical Society 
c/o The Dalles/Wasco County Public Library 
722 Court Street 
The Dalles, OR  97058 
http://community.gorge.net/genealogy 

 
 
 
 

Don’t miss an issue.  
  Dues for 2008 
   are  due  now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING  PROGRAMS 

 
April 12

th
.  -  Linda Colton  -- Basic Genealogy  

                       Getting started in tracing your family tree. 

 

May 10th. - Renee Briggs will talk about her Genealogical research  

    during her recent 3 month cross country trek. 

 

June 14th -. Linda Colton  --  Internet Genealogy 

         Using your computer to find your ancestors. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A thought to remember……. 
 

All of life’s problems would be solved if  
they came during our teens……when we knew everything. 

 

 


